22/ 01/ 1998
DRB-H COMto use part of its land for farmng

Ei r mal asar e Bani

The DRB-H COM Group i s expected to convert part of the | and designated for
the Proton City project in Uu Behrang, Perak for agriculture purposes in
support of the governnent's call for the private sector to use its I and
banks for agriculture activities to boost food producti on.

Oficials fromthe conpany and Agriculture Mnistry will visit the site
today to determ ne whether it is suitable for such activities, sources
tol d Busi ness Ti mes yesterday.

The company' s officials had nmet Deputy Agricul ture M nister Tengku Dat uk
Mahnmud Mansor in Kual a Lumpur yesterday to di scuss the matter.

The source said DRB-H COMis one of 17 conpani es whi ch have approached
the ministry to seek technical expertise in the agricultural sector.

This, however, is a normal practice, the source added.

Agriculture M nister Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud had on Tuesday said
that a public-listed conpany has earmarked its land initially marked for a
non-agriculture project to cultivate vegetabl es.

"The conpany has a piece of |and to be used for sone projects but under
t he present econonic situation, they cannot proceed withit.

"Rat her than leave it as an enpty |l and, they want to make full use of
it," he had said.

Deputy Prime M nister and Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mhad
announced defernment of part of the the Proton Gty project |ast Decenber
inlight of the current econonic situation.

The 1, 600ha in U u Behrang originally belonged to the Veterinary
Depart ment and was expected to be devel oped as a dairy breedi ng centre.

Fol | owi ng t he Perak Governnent's issuance of title to DRB-H COMfor the
land to be used as part of the Proton Gty project, the Agriculture
M ni stry had i nst ead ear mar ked Pul au Tanj ung as the dairy breedi ng centre
whi |l e genetic studies will be undertaken i n Lenggong.

Both sites are in Perak.

It will also be used for farm ng and nmanagi ng of veterinary services,
ani mal quarantine managenent, bi ocheni cal anal ysis and pat hol ogy.

The Proton City project, estinmated to cost nore than RV billion, is
| ocat ed about 3kmfromTanjung Malim 90kmfromKual a Lunpur and 131km
fromlpoh. It covers an area of 1, 600ha.

Proton City Devel opnent Corp Sdn Bhd, had initially planned to build a
car manufacturing plant, car conmponent produci ng factories, housing for
staff and public, and an eco-friendly recreational area at Proton City.

The first phase of the Proton City project, the car manufacturing pl ant
and ot her support industries are schedul ed to take shape by 1999 and wi | |
produce about 150,000 units of Proton cars a year.

The proj ect was supposed to be the second manufacturing plant for
Perusahaan O omobi | Nasi onal Bhd.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had perforned t he ground-
breaki ng cerenmony for the project in 1996.
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