21 APR 1998

DON' T WN VOTES QUT OF ECONOM C DI FFI CULTI ES, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVPUR, April 21 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today the current economic problemis for al
Mal aysi ans to face together and no political party should nmake use of the
present difficulties to wn votes for thensel ves.

He said he felt "very sorry" if the opposition DAP nade use of the
present economc turnoil in the country for its political end.

"l had hoped that they would work with the governnent but unfortunately
they see only political opportunities in the present turnoil

"They don't see that this is sonething that we are facing together and
therefore they should work to hel p us overcone the problem" he told
reporters after |aunching the Mal aysian-British Business Council here.

He was asked to comrent on a statenment by DAP secretary-general LimKit
Siang that the opposition party would win nore seats in the next genera
el ection with an agenda on the current econonic turnoil

Dr Mahathir said that the BN was not going to nake use of the econonic
turnoil to gain political clout.

Asked whet her ot her opposition parties were not extendi ng any kind of
cooperation, Dr Mahathir said: "W thought at first they were but
apparently now they see an opportunity for thenselves to win nore seats.

"So they have their eyes focused on the seats while we have our eyes
focused on hel ping the econonmy to reocver even if we become unpopular in
t he process."
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