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Dynani ¢ show by Si nhal a troupe

K. Don Buddhadasa
THE Si nhal a Cul tural Troupe of Mal aysi a, based at t he Buddhi st Maha Vi hara
in Brickfields, Kuala Lumpur, has cone of age.

It is nowthree years ol d.

To celebrate its anniversary and to prove its maturity, a dynam c show
was staged by the seasoned nmenbers of the troupe.

The show whi ch was hel d at the Dewan Asoka in Brickfields, Kuala Lunpur
recently, received a good response fromthe audi ence.

The troupe, which was formed on Sanghamitta Full Mon Day (al so known as
Wonen' s Day) i n Decenber 1994, staged a variety of itens including Puja
dance, Gridewi, Gajaga, Dunbura Mtiyawat ha, drumorchestra and sang five
fol k songs.

Durmbur a was an upbeat dance perfornmed during j oyous occasi ons. The song
for the dance was a re-make of an old folk song on a fast track.

The dance, which was al so perfornmed at the Mal am Wsak | ast year at
St adi um Negara to an al | - Chi nese audi ence, was al so wel|l-received this
tine.

Gridewi was a dance perforned by fenal e dancers, in appreciation of
G ridewi, one of the goddesses of dance.

The drumorchestra (Sanmuha Beravadana) is a nusical itemwhich featured
all the percussion instruments used on festive occasions in Sri Lanka.

The presentation ushers in the various sounds of auspici ousness,
festivity and goodwill, and is often the last itemof any show.

The puj a dance, neanwhile, is a dance of devotion and offering to all
Devas (goddesses) rel ated to dance.

At the end of the show, the organising committee chairman Leslie
Jayawar dena was besei ged by the many present to join the troupe and to
enrol for Sinhala classes to be conducted fromthis nonth.

For this new awakeni ng, credit should go to everyone concerned,
particularly to the troupe and its tutor Dayani Hermadasa.

Dayani staged Gaj aga (el ephant dance) solo and | ater formed part of the
drum or chestra.

There was anot her presentation by a group of chil dren aged between t hree
and ni ne who cal |l ed t hensel ves Cheras Sinhal a Podhi Kandayana.

Earlier, the traditional oil lanp was |it by Sasana Abhi wur dhi War dana
Soci ety president Ms Irene Perera, Siri Jayanthi Associ ati on presi dent
Mervyn Weer asena, Mal aysi an Si nhal a Associ ati on presi dent Eddi e de Sil va
and Sri Lanka Hi gh Conm ssi on counsel | or W pul a Wani gasekar a and
Jayawar dena to | aunch t he show.

Any Sinhala interested in joiningthe troupe or Sinhala classes can call
Yanna Perera at 03-2741141/2741886.

The troupe had its mai den performance at the 1995 Si nhal a New Year show
at the Dewan Asoka.

Since then it had perfornmed at many functi ons such as the yearly Mal am
Wesak, Sri Lankan national day and t he annual Eveni ng of Appreciation.

The clinmax of its cal endar of events | ast year was when the troupe was
invited to performfor the Mal aysi an Sout h- Sout h Associ ati on di nner
officiated by Prine Mnsiter Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohammad.

Last year the troupe set foot on the international arena when it was
invited to performat the Wrld Trade Centre in Singapore for the
| aunchi ng of the Dhammapada.
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