24/ 09/ 1998

Mal aysi ans urged to treasure peace and harnony

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Everyone in the country - Ml aysians and foreigners -
must treasure t he peace and harnony the nation continues to enjoy, soci al
wor ker Dat uk Robert M S. Phang sai d today.

He sai d everyone nmust hold fast to these if they did not want to see
pani c, chaos, fear and threat to public order and national security.

Phang was anong 66 persons who placed a full-page adverti sement in the
New Straits Tinmes and Berita Harian today congratul ati ng the participants,
organi sers and vol unteers of the 16th Commonweal t h Games Kual a Lunpur ' 98,
and pl edgi ng support for Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

Phang said all 66 persons were from Sabah and the Federal Territory of
Labuan and i ndicated that there could be nore such adverti senents of
support.

He sai d he was noved by the success of the Ganes and recent devel opnents
foll owi ng the econoni ¢ probl ems and sacki ng of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mas
Deputy Prime M nister and Umo deputy president to place such an
advertisement.

He said people did not want a situation simlar to what happened in
I ndonesi a where there were riots and | ooting during the days before
Suharto stepped down.

In an interview today, he said it was necessary to have only one | eader
at the helmto steer the country to econom c recovery.

Phang said Dr Mahathir had a proven track record and deserved t he
support of the people to get the country out of the economic problens it
was experienci ng.

"A boat can have only one captain. Under the present scenario everyone
will ask who is the better | eader and woul d definitely go for one who has
a proven track record.

"I amfully confident the Prime Mnister woul d | ead us to econom c
recovery once agai n and get us back to the realisation of Vision 2020.
Trust him" he said.

Phang sai d everyone nust remain cal mand | et the sequence of events take
place for truth to prevail

The idea to cone up with the adverti sement was coll ective and paynent
was shared by the 66.

I n Kota Ki nabal u, a menber of the group, Justice of Peace and forner
Federal Deputy M ni ster Datuk Kal akau Untol, said the organi sati on of
Kual a Lunmpur ' 98 was acknowl edged wor | dwi de to be the best ever in the
hi story of the Ganes.

Untol, who is Parti Denpkratik Sabah Youth | eader, said the spectacul ar
success of the Ganes proved to the world that the country lived uptoits
popul ar sl ogan "Mal aysi a Bol eh"

Anot her nmenber of the group, Justice of Peace C.C. Pung said they were
unani nous i n showi ng their undivi ded support tothe Prime Mnister for his
gui dance i n maki ng Kual a Lurmpur ' 98 a great success.

"1 have never been so happy ... the success will go down in history to
be the best ever Commonweal th Ganes,"” he said.

Si x PDS assenbl ynen, al so anong t he adverti sers, unani nously extended a
"bi g thank you" to all who nade the Ganes a success and al so to the Prine
M nister for his dedication in the successful hosting of the Ganes.

The assenbl ynmen are Dat uk Ewon Ebi n (Kundasang), Datuk Siringan Gubat
(Ranau), Datuk Sai bul Supu (Tandek), Datuk Steven Kutai (Inanan), Datuk



G sin Lombut (Kiulu) and Dat uk Joseph Sitin Saang (Kuamut).
Al so anpong t he advertisers were Angkat an Keadi | an Rakyat Bersatu
presi dent Datuk Pandi kar Amin Miulia, whois also Agriculture and Fi sheries
M ni ster, assenbl yman Dat uk Mar kus Maji hi (Matunggong), and Sabah MCA
chai rman Dat uk Chau Tet On.
( END)
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