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Let's stand proud and ignore arrogant West

Cheng Vi

W TH the recent political brouhaha plaguing the nation, and now

al l egations of police brutality, the foreign nmedia appears to have a vast
arsenal of dirt to use against our country and Governnent.

And they have spared no effort in doing just that and are having a field
day portraying our country as an epitonme of the Dark Ages.

Forei gn news channels on satellite TV continuously air footage of
"riots" that to any unknow ng viewer, would | ook |ike part and parcel of
our daily Ilives.

O course, it has been conveniently onitted (save for a small date at
the corner of the TV screen) that this was the sanme particul ar footage,
nerely repeated over and over again, daily.

I must conmmend the foreign nedia on their artistic filmng skills, for
t hey i ndeed have a sel ective nethodol ogy that succeeds in portraying the
wor st possi bl e-1 ooki ng scenari os.

They have this uncanny ability to filmevents froma certain angle, that
makes you wonder, as soneone who has actually been where the action is,
"now how cone | nissed that? Surely | could not have mi ssed such an
exciting and dangerous | ooki ng scene."

Indeed the art of filming is in creating illusion and making fantasy
|l ook like reality. Friends and relatives abroad call regularly to find out
if looting has begun, and if supermarket shelves are now enpty.

Just prior to entering the Bukit Jalil stadiumfor the closing cerenpny
of the 16th Commobnweal th Ganes, | received a call from London asking ne if
the stadi umwas deserted, and if everyone had started packing their bags
to flee the country.

Maybe | misheard, after all, it was so noisy at the "deserted" Ganes
venue. Who is feeding themwi th such i deas?
What really riles nme, and many ot her Ml aysians, | amsure, is the high-

handedness with which the West (including Australia) see fit to pass
j udgnent, and accuse our |eaders of autocracy and dictatorship.

We are a country in crisis, and surely a firmand decisive | eadership is
preferabl e over that of spineless | eaders who do not even have the noral
fibre to nip a bl ossom ng racial bigot in the bud.

Wiy are we such a darling with the foreign nedia? Wat have we done to
deserve this preferential treatnment when it conmes to gross m sreporting?

An excerpt fromthe London Tines recently was filled with so many
i naccuracies, that it was |aughabl e.

First, Umo was called the "United Mal as Nati onal Organisation", then
Dai mwas referred to as the "Governor of the Central Bank", and they
referred to a public holiday which in reality, was not due till one week
| ater.

Anot her foreign editorial referred to us as a country that has |ived
woef ul Iy beyond its nmeans. Who are these people to judge us? \Wat
audaci ty!

As Mal aysi ans, we can truly hold our heads up high, and be proud of our
achi evenents, considering we are a small and devel opi ng country.

At least we will not becone a devel oped nation built on the blood and
sweat of slaves, nor by blatantly disregarding the original occupants of
the land that is so ruthlessly col oni sed.

It isinteresting to see that it is this very issue, the atrocities of
sl ave tradi ng, the i nhunane treatnent of mankind by the ruling forces,



that has becone fodder for so nmany Hol | ywood productions.

How can the devel oped West even hint at issues |like human rights, when
even as recent as the 1960s, you have great |eaders |ike Martin Luther
King articulating his dreamfor an equal and just worl d?

Can not the poking of noses into other countries affairs and dictating
how t hey should run their country be construed as autocracy as well?

O course we do not condone injustice, police brutality, but we do not
need a "holier than thou" finger waggi ng at us, especially when that very
finger is itself tainted with the very sane wongs with which we are
accused.

Martin Luther King had this to say: "Sone of you have cone from areas
where your quest for freedomleft you battered by the storns of
persecution and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You have been
the veterans of creative suffering.”

For a country that is only 42 years old, | reckon we have done very well
for ourselves. Standing in the midst of the Kuala Lunpur City Central park
and | ooking at the inpressive skyline, driving along the intricate network
of superb highways and infrastructure, receiving visitors froma spanki ng
beauti ful new airport, | think that we have every reason to be proud.

Not arrogant, but proud. There is a big difference between arrogance and
pride. Arrogance is defined by the dictionary as "an unreasonably strong
belief in one's own inportance, and a | ack of respect for other people".

I like this definition. Proud because we have worked hard to get where
we are, and we have, agai nst great odds, plodded on together, regardless
of col our and creed, to nake this nation what it is today.

I f the tangi bl e achi evenents are scoffed at by cynics as just nere
material gain, derived by living woefully beyond our neans, even then, we
can say that we have done great. The electrifying atnosphere at the Ganes
openi ng, when the Ml aysi an conti ngent received its standing ovation, from
a crowd of Mal aysians fromall walks of life, and of different ethnic
background, and of different religions, so riotously applauding, is reason
for us to swell with pride. Negaraku sung in unison, resoundi ng across the
mgj estic stadi um never sounded so good.

So, fellow Mal aysi ans, whatever the foreign nedia, or foreign powers may
say to us, let us continue to hold our heads high, under the illustrious
| eadership of our visionary Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
and truly believe with our hearts, that "Ml aysia Bol eh".
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