16/ 08/ 1998
PM Be prepared for “shocking' neasures (HL)

Farush Khan; Joseph Bi ngkasan

KOTA Kl NABALU, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today told the people
to be prepared to accept further neasures, which he said m ght be

"shocki ng", to overcone the econom c probl ens.

The Prime M nister, however, assured themthat whatever the neasures,
they were strictly aimed at expediting the recovery process.

"To do this, we need the people' s unwavering support and confidence,” he
told a huge crowd at the Likas Sports Conpl ex.

Dr Mahat hir's one-and-a-hal f-hour speech, nmuch of which centred on the
efforts to revive the econony and the need for the people to support the
Governnent, was interrupted by nuch appl ause.

"W may be taking a nunber of neasures which nmay shock us. W may fee
frightened or doubtful as to whether they will benefit us and whether they
wi Il hel p overconme our econonic probl ens.

"But believe ne, every tine we act, we think about it deeply and ensure
the approach is only for the people's benefit."

At present, he said, the Governnent was taking neasures through the
Nati onal Econom ¢ Action Council which was given the power "to defend our
freedonmt through recovery of the econony.

In all these neasures, he said, the people's support and confidence were
necessary. |If there were riots, strikes or racial disharnony, it would be
difficult to inplenment themsuccessfully, he said.

Later, when asked to el aborate on the neasures which m ght be "shocki ng"
at a Press conference at Kota Kinabalu International Airport, Dr Mhathir
said the Governnent nmight decide to take nmeasures which the people did not
expect .

"W may have to ... we may not, but | nentioned this to prepare the
people.”

In his speech, Dr Mahathir rem nded the people that the Governnment could
not effectively inplement projects, no matter how good they were, unless
they had strong public backing.

He assured Mal aysi ans that they could continue to count on the
Gover nnent under which they had enjoyed nany benefits in the 41 years
si nce i ndependence.

"The Governnment has devel oped the country rapidly and uplifted Iiving
standards. And believe ne, with the people's support now, the sane
Governnent will continue to do so."

He said the peopl e need not doubt the Government's actions as they were
carried out for their benefit.

"Qur intention is always to ensure the people live in peace and
prosperity,"” said Dr Mahathir, who is on a nationw de tour to explain the
econom ¢ probl ens and neasures to overcone them

He said as Sabah would hold its el ections soon, it was inmportant that
the people and the | eaders understand the econom ¢ situation.

Dr Mahathir noted that while sone devel opi ng countries faced hardshi ps
and lost their |leaders followi ng the attacks on their currencies,

Mal aysia, with the people's support, was withstanding the pressure onits
currency and shares.

"Changing its | eader does not help a country defend itself from attacks
onits currency. It may nake it worse," Dr Mahathir said, adding that
several devel oping countries had changed their | eaders and there had been
suggestions (by the foreign nedia) that Ml aysia should foll ow suit.



But such suugestions, he said, had nmade no inpact as the people had nade
it clear they did not want outsiders to interfere in the country's
political affairs.

"It is the people's support that places the Government on a strong
footing and allows it to continue to defend the country's interests."”

( END)
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