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Ease the intell ectual journey

THE proposed rel axati on of visa requirements for foreigners intendingto
pur sue hi gher education hereis tinely. The current stringent rul es serve
to pull our plan of turning the country into a regional centre of
excel l ence for education in contradictory directions.

Conpl ai nts about our rigidinmgration procedures are nunerous. As
poi nt ed out by many private col |l eges, the regul ati ons have deterred
potential students fromseeking hi gher education here. The process is
tedi ous and time-consum ng. The uncertainty prevailing in the | ong wait
for visas, which can take as | ong as several nonths, have caused
candi dat es t o abandon their plans and pursue their educati on el sewhere.
Students from China, for exanple, are subject to a second i nterview upon
arrival here despite having been intervi ened by the Mal aysi an enbassy.
They have to abort their education dreans and return honme shoul d t hey fai
the second interview - an ordeal which no one would like to go through
The necessity of this second interviewis indeed questionable.

The requi renent that foreign students shoul d be conversant in English
shoul d be reviewed. In our attenpts to pronote the country as a good pl ace
to learn the | anguage, it is fatuous to i npose such a criterion.
Undoubt edl y, sone degree of proficiency is needed but it shoul d not be a
deterrent factor. Sone foreigners are conpetent in reading, witing and
under st andi ng t he | anguage but they nmay not be fully conversant. Surely,

t he purpose of studying hereis alsotoincrease their proficiency inthe
spoken | anguage.

I ndeed, the probl emof excessive red tape is hardly confined to the
education sector. As in nmany other cases, bureaucratic bollixes often foil
the best of schenmes. The dermand for a reduction in the red tape is itself
an inmperative - a fact recognised by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad who nmade t he exhortation recently. Qur diplomatic m ssions should
be sensitive to our econonmic aspirations. At this juncture, we need to
create an envi ronnment conducive to an influx of foreign exchange. W do
not mean to deprecate the work of our diplomatic nmissions or deplore the
i mm gration procedures. But therigidities containedtherein proveto be
an inpedinent to the econonic activities of the education sector. The
servility tored tape is seen as the i npoveri shment of spirit in the
pursuit of our econom c goals.

Still, the education sector should be equally pro-active. Both public
and private institutions should establish a non-profit organisation for
pronotion and recruitment activities overseas. It should be a one-stop
service-oriented centre to pronote Ml aysi an educati on and provi de
i nformati on, counsel ling, application processing assi stance, travel and
accommodati on arrangenents and pre-departure briefings. The vol umre of
foreign students here - around 12,000 now - nakes economi c sense in
setting up the centre

The entry of bona fide students can be ensured by their placenent in
bona fide colleges. Avisa application is suspect if the candi date seeks
adm ttance to an unrecogni sed col |l ege. But the onus is on the Nationa
Accreditation Board to determ ne and make avail abl e the i st of accredited
col l eges at diplomatic mssions. Wth such saf eguards, we can provide
foreigners with a voyage of know edge and di scovery within our cultura
mlieuw thout thembeing shackled by rigidities.

( END)
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