03/ 07/ 1998

Ex- assenbl yman's wi fe gi ves evi dence i n def amati on case

PENANG, Thurs. - The wife of forner State Assenbl yman for Prai Dat uk V.
Mut husany sai d t oday her husband was not chosen to contest his State seat
in the 1995 general election following a New Straits Tinmes report about
hi m seven years ago.

Datin Valli Muithusany sai d her husband' s candi dacy was rejected by Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad.

"Only seven nont hs before the report appeared, M C president Datuk Seri
S. Sany Vel lu had i nformed ny husband that he woul d be appointed a State
Executive Councillor," she told the H gh Court.

Val li, who was then the national Wanita M C chairnman, said this during
exam nati on by her husband's counsel C.V. Prabhakaran.

She was testifying in a defamati on suit by Mithusany, 57, a | awyer,
agai nst NST reporter Joceline Tan Poh Choo, its group editor and New
Straits Tinmes Press (M Bhd.

In his statenent of claim Mithusany said the news report entitled
"Lawyer and Trader Conspired To Cheat Driver", on Sept 12, 1991, the
defendants had fal sely and maliciously printed and published the article
whi ch was understood to nean he was a cheat.

The article by Tan was a report of a court case i n which Mit husany was
nanmed a second defendant by a driver, G Paramasevam However, on Dec 29,
1993, Paramasevamwi thdrew his suit and was ordered by the court to pay
RMLO, 000 i n costs to Mut husany.

Meanwhi l e, in the defendants' anended st at enent of defence, they said
the article was a fair and accurate report of the court proceedi ngs and
they were entitled to the absolute privil ege under the Defanation Act.
They al so deni ed attenpting to destroy Miut husany professionally and as a
politician by publishing his picture.

Valli said she was very upset and depressed upon reading the article and
had asked her husband to contact Tan for an apol ogy and correction.

"My husband spoke to Tan over the tel ephone and we expected a correction
but to no avail.

"My husband and | were in Kuala Lunpur then to attend the M C annual
meeti ng and many peopl e, includi ng Dat uk Sany Vel | u, enquired about the
report,"” she said, adding that they were al so subjected to constant
harassnent fromtel ephone callers after they returned to Penang.

She said the report had badly affected Mit husamy's business and it al so
brought his political career to an end.

Earlier, another witness, |awer Yeap Ghi mGuan sai d he was 90 per cent
sure that Tan was not in court to cover the proceedi ngs.

Asked by defence counsel J.A Yeoh if he was famliar with the faces of
court reporters, Yeap said he was.

Anot her witness, R Raman, a fornmer Special Branch officer, said he was
directed by his superiors to interview Mit husany about one nonth after the
article appeared.

Justi ce Dat uk Wan Adnan Mohanad adj ourned hearing to Sept 28.
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