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Hasnmah- Poor
ECONOM C CRI SI S HAMPERS DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS, SAYS SI TI HASMAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 22 (Bernama) -- The wi despread economic crisis as
well as political instability in some regions are responsible for the
failures of sone devel opnent efforts in many countries, resulting in high
| evel s of poverty, the prine mnister's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohamed Ali, said today.

Foll owing this, the cutbacks on essential areas of public expenditures,
particularly social expenditures, would lead to the deterioration in the
living standards of the weaker and vul nerable segnents of society such as
t he wonen and children, she said.

"We, therefore need to take appropriate steps to face up to the nenace
of poverty. W need to devel op the potentials of wonen, who represent half
of the human resource of the world,"” she said at the opening the Third
International Steering Commttee (ISC) Meeting on the Econom ¢ Advancenent
of Rural Wnen, here.

She is the 1 SC president. The neeting was opened by Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Dr Siti Hasmah said the steps involved devel oping skills, providing
opportunities and maki ng the work environnment safer and conducive for wonen
to participate actively in econom c and soci al devel opnent.

Meanwhi | e, |1 SC patron Queen Fabiola, in her remarks, quoted sone
interesting points fromthe United Nations Devel opment Programe's 1998
Human Devel opnent Report on how the devel oped world used its resources and
t he conpari sons between the basic needs of the poor and the consuner
spendi ng of the rich:

+ An annual US$6 billion is needed to provide basic education for al
conpared to an annual consunption expenditure of US$8 billion for cosnetics
in the United States al one;

+ An annual US$9 billion is required for safe water and sanitation for
all conpared to an annual consunption of ice creamworth US$11 billion in
Eur ope al one;

+ An annual US$13 billion would go to basic health and nutrition for
all conpared to an annual expenditure of US$17 billion for pet food in
Europe and the United States.
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