12 AUG 1998
Book- Canpai gn
ECONOM C DOANTURN NOT HAMPERI NG LI BRARY DEVELOPMENT

KUALA TERENGGANU, Aug 12 (Bernama) -- Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokht ar
Ahmad said today the economi c downturn is not hanpering state governnent's
efforts to set up libraries in the state.

"Today we have nore than 50 rural libraries in addition to the state
and district libraries,” he told reporters after launching the state-|evel
book donation canpai gn, here.

He said the state government would continue to develop library
facilities in the rural in encouraging the people to take up readi ng.

Wan Mokhtar al so urged Parents/ Teachers Associations to provide list of
books needed by their respective school libraries to the parents.

Duri ng the nont h-1ong canpai gn, nmenbers of the public could hand over
books at any Petronas station or post office in the state.

In KUANTAN, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said he expected not
| ess than 100,000 reading materials to be collected fromthe canpaign

He al so urged the people to nake it a habit to read before going to bed
or during their free tine.

The national |evel canpaign was |aunched by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in Kual a Lunpur on Aug 5.

The canpaign is jointly organi sed by Community Devel opment Depart nment,
Pet ronas and Pos Mal aysi a Ber had.

State Rural Devel opment and G owh Centre Committee Chairman Datuk Qmar
O hman who is al so chairman of the canpaign conmittee in Pahang said
menbers of the public could donate any book in any |anguage during the
peri od.

In PULAU PI NANG, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon sai d books
woul d conti nue be source of information and know edge for several nore
decades to come especially in rural areas which lack computer facilities.

"As such, it is inportant for us to stock up our libraries in the
kanpungs with various types of reading materials,” he said when | aunching
t he canpai gn.

Koh said there was al so a need to incul cate readi ng habit anong the
rural people especially the younger generation

He also called on the private sector to cone forward to donate books
during the canpaign.

Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Mohd Shariff Orar who is al so state
canpai gn comittee chairman said they hoped to collect 100,000 books during
t he canpai gn whicn would end on Cct 6.

In KANGAR, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m hoped t he peopl e
woul d avoi d obscene and sl anderous materials as they did not contribute to
heal t hy nmental devel opnent.

Such reading materials should have no place in a civilised society, he
told reporters after |aunching the canpaign

Shahi dan said the people should go for quality reading materials.

He al so said he and other Menbers of Parlianent in the state would
donate RWR0, 000 to the state organising commttee to buy quality books for
libraries in the state.
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