02 MAR 1998
Assenbl y- Kel ant an
ECONOM C RECOVERY: KELANTAN PLEDGES FULL SUPPORT FOR PM

KOTA BAHARU, March 2 (Bernama) -- PAS-controlled Kelantan is giving
full support to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad's efforts to
steer the country towards full recovery fromthe current econom c setbacks,
the State Legislative Assenbly was told today.

Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat told the House:"Such support
is crucial as the state government puts national interests first over that
of the party."

In this context, Nik Aziz said, the state conmttee of the National
Economi ¢ Action Council (NEAC), which he chairs, has been aggressively
enbarking on efforts to regain investor confidence.

"What the state committee is doing is in line with what the NEAC is
i npl enenting,” Nk Aziz said during question tinme at the assenbly's first
sitting for the fourth term here.

Ni k Aziz was replying to questions relating to nmeasures towards
econom ¢ recovery raised by government back-benchers Hussei n Ahmad
(PAS- Tendong) and Hanafi Daud (PAS- Chet ok).

State Agriculture, Rural Devel opment and Rural Industries Committee
chai rman Omar Mhanad tol d the House nore than RWM200, 000 has been al |l ocat ed
to devel op 300 hectares of idle |land to boost food production.

Repl yi ng to Mohamad Razali Che Mamat (BN Guchil), Omar said the
authorities were al so pronoting the one-vill age-one-product concept besides
dividing the state into vegetable and fruit-farm ng zones.

Deputy Menteri Besar Abdul Halim Abdul Rahman said a RML.55 billion
deep-sea fishing township was being built in Tok Bali in Pasir Puteh under
a joint-venture between the state econom c devel opnent corporation and the
private sector.

Abdul Halim who is also the state Local CGovernnent, Housing, Science
and Technol ogy Conmittee chairman, said when conpleted the conpl ex would be
the country's | argest deep-see fishing port, handling up to 70 per cent of
the country's deep-sea traw er fleet.

"Presently 10 trawl ers can simultaneously land their catch there," he
said replying to Kamarudin Ml Nor (BN Senerak).

To a supplenentary question from Aziz Derasid (BN Pergau), Abdul Halim
said the federal government has fully endorsed the project as it could help
accel erate national econonic grow h.

State Islam c Devel opnent, Education, M ssionary and |Information
Conmi ttee chai rman Mohanmed Daud said 442 Kel antan students woul d not be
recal l ed from Jordan and Egypt despite the depreciating ringgit.

"Instead the Kel antan Islam ¢ Foundati on which sponsors them has been
directed to increase the | oan quantuns for the students,” he said replying
to Mbhamad Razali Che Mamat (BN Guchil).-- BERNAVA
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