07/ 08/ 1998
Econoni c i ssues expected to dom nate M C assenbl y di scussi ons

Pat vi nder Si ngh

THE country's economi ¢ probl ems and howthey have affected the | ndi an
conmunity will be forenbst on the minds of delegates to the 52nd M C
general assenbly tomorrow.

Wth the majority of thembei ng wage earners and the comunity | aggi ng
behi nd t he Mal ays and Chi nese i n economi ¢ weal th, del egates are expected
to di scuss economi c i ssues in depth, placing themas equally i nmportant as
education and social issues which are nornmally hotly debat ed.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu is expected to explain, inhis
presi dential address before 1, 350 del egates and 115 i nvited guests, the
neasur es bei ng taken under the National Econonic Recovery Pl an

He will al so pledge the party's support for the Government and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who wi || open the assenbly.

The assenbly will be a one-day affair at the Hotel Sheraton Subang in
Subang Jaya as opposed to the two days usually spent at the Putra World
Trade Centre, next door to party headquarters.

Clearly, it's a sign of the tinmes.

M C secretary-general Tan Sri K. S. Nijhar said RVWb50, 000 was spent | ast
year organising the assenbly but as a cost-cutting neasure, |ess than
hal f, or approxi mately RM75, 000, had been budgeted this year

"Economi ¢ woes woul d be on the del egates' m nds as they nostly represent
menbers who are wage earners, many of themmanual workers in busi nesses,
offices, factories and plantations, and therefore exposed to the
possibilities of retrenchment and rising prices," saida senior party
| eader.

He sai d many were now wonderi ng whet her their chil dren woul d have j obs
when t hey | eave universities and col | eges.

"I't was a bl essing that Indians did not have the econonic strength to
venture into the stock market in a big way al though the party had been
urgi ng themat one point. Luckily, not many of themhad their fingers
bur ned when share prices plunmeted,” he pointed out.

Samy Vellu will also tal k about education, a matter very close to his
heart.

He wi Il be addressing the general assenbly on the subject just two weeks
after triunmphantly announci ng the Kedah Governnent's approval of a 157-
hectare site in Seneling, Sungai Petani, for the party's proposed RV0O
mllion university.

Also in the pipeline is the I poh Technical Institute in Perak. These two
institutions would ensure access to 12, 000 pl aces.

Sany Vel | u had previously said that there was not enough pl aces for
I ndi an students, that this year al one about 400 of themfailed to secure
pl aces in public institutions.

He is al so expected to reiterate the i mportance of contributing RM5 a
nmonth to the Koperasi Didik Bhd fund, an education armof the MC, to
provi de hi gher education | oans.

During the MC s Youth and Wnen's assenblies | ast nonth, Sany Vel | u had
chided the two wings for failing to set up a task force in each division
to educate the grassroots on the need for the contribution

M C central working conmittee nenber Datuk V. K K. Teagarajan said the
party president was aware that educati on was the key for the economc
uplifting of the Indian comunity and had been worki ng hard to provi de
educati on opportunities for Indian youth.



"Koperasi Didik is one way of instilling the saving habit anong | ndi ans
to plan for their children's higher education, and the president is
pushing that," Teagaraj an sai d.

Resol utions to be tabl ed woul d be on the support for Dr Mahathir, the
NERP, education and estate workers.

There woul d al so be a debate on amendnents to the party's constitution,
among which is one to give State liaison chiefs nore clout in party
affairs.

A party insider saidin the past, division chiefs w el ded power over
branches under them

"They were |i ke shota maharajahs (small kings) and deci ded on all
matters. State liaison chiefs often felt they were by-passed as these
mahar aj ahs took matters direct to the OAC," he said.

Ni j har, however, said the nove was to increase adm nistrative
efficiency.

Al so to be debated woul d be amendnents to increase the nunber of
appoi nted CWC menbers fromseven to nine and the party's |ife nenbership
fee from RMLOO to RVGOO.

Asked about the state of the party | eadership, Teagarajan said: "Party
stability is "A-One' at this time. | have never seen the party nore united
and committed to party objectives."

Teagaraj an said with nore menbers coning fromthe busi ness comunity and
ot her professions, the party now had both quantity and quality.

The party has al so been wooi ng the Si kh community since | ast year with
Sany Vel lu all owi ng Si kh branches to be set up with just 50 nenbers - down
fromthe required 100.

M C Jal an WAk (Bukit Kayangan, Shah Al am) chai rman Dr Mohan Singh said
there were now nore than 2,000 Si kh nenbers in 21 branches, w th anot her
30 branches approved by the CW\C.

"The Si khs have had a very good reception fromthe M C. Being very new
we were not able to conplete our nmeetings to be eligible as del egates but
have been invited as observers,"” Dr Mhan said.

On the social front, Samy Vellu is expected to announce the registration
of the party's Social Strategi c Foundation to tackle social ills, needs
and probl ens of the Indian community.

The foundation's executive director, sociol ogi st Dr Deni son Jayasoori a,
sai d the foundati on was a progression of the party's Soci al Recovery
Progranme begun in 1996 and the setting up of its Social Strategic Unit
| ast year.

( END)



	Economic issues expected to dominate MIC assembly discussions (NST 07/08/1998)

