27/ 05/ 1998
Econoni ¢ probl emset to dom nate di scussi ons at MCA assenbly

Al ex Choong
THE current econom ¢ problemis set to dom nate di scussions at the MCA
annual general assenbly in Kual a Lunpur on Sat ur day.

The 2, 000-odd del egates are expected to express their commitnent to
hel pi ng the country overcomne the probl em

Economi c i ssues aside, they will al so di scuss several anmendnments to the
party constitution. They include enhancing the role of women in the party
and increasing the nunber of elected central comm ttee menbers.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik is expected to | ead the
del egates in pledging their loyalty to the | eadership of Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, who i s al so Bari san Nasi onal chai rman, and
inendorsing the party's political agenda which is to help overcone the
econonmi ¢ problemin the shortest possible tine.

In order to do this, Dr Ling wants MCA nenbers in particular, and
Mal aysi ans in general, to support the ongoing "Love Mal aysia, Buy Loca
Product s" canpai gn.

"W want to nake this a permanent Ml aysian culture, even after the
country gets over the present economic problem™ he saidin aninterview

I ndeed, the efforts of the party and its Wanita wing to get nore
Mal aysi ans to buy | ocal products, save with [ ocal financial institutions
and study | ocal | y have recei ved ent husi asti c support.

"Ml aysi ans have responded very ent husi astically to these canpai gns and
the efforts of the party are starting to bear fruit."

Anot her issue that will be highlighted is the role of the snmall and
medi um scal e i ndustries which are seen in nost countries as being the
econom ¢ foundations for seeing a nation through difficult tines.

Projected as "efficient enployers" that can hel p keep prices down, the
SM s have the full backi ng of the MCA which feels they nust be supported
and pronoted in the efforts to overcone the econom ¢ probl em

On the proposed anendnents to the party constitution, a maj or proposa
is to give wonen, who make up 34 per cent of the 750,000 nenbers, a bigger
role in the party.

Anewarticle is being proposed that will provide for the Wanita wing to
have one del egate el ected in each party division

Thisisinlinewith the call by Dr Ling for 30 per cent of al
councillors' posts allocated to MCAto be filled by menbers of Wanita MCA
by the year 2000.

To provide better governance and deci sion-making, there is a proposal to
amend the party constitution to increase the nunber of el ected centra
commttee nenbers fromthe present 28 to 33 and al so to give the president
t he power to appoi nt not nore than ei ght CC nenbers instead of seven.

At present, national del egates el ect the president, deputy president,
four vice-presidents and 20 CC nenbers. The national chairnen of the Youth
and Wanita novenents beconme automatic vice-presidents.

I f the anendnent is approved, there will be an additional five el ected
CC nmenbers.

As nenbership inthe party is expected to hit the one million mark in
t he next coupl e of years, an amendnent will also be proposed to linmit the
nunber of del egates to the annual general assenbly.

Dr Ling is al so expected to report to the del egates on the party's
education project, particularly the expansi on of the Tunku Abdul Rahnan
Coll ege in Genting Klang and the setting up of its branch canpuses in



Penang, Kanmpar, Seganat and Karak.

Wth the expansion, nore than 20, 000 students woul d be abl e to pursue
di pl oma and degree courses in the college and its branch campuses.

In order to keep pace with i nformati on technol ogy, the party is also in
a hurry to get the el ectroni c-conmerce noving.

Thisisinlinewth the country's Miltimedi a Super Corridor project and
it wll open a lot of business opportunities over the Internet.

The Youth and the Wanita wings will hold its AGVs on Friday.
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