24 DEC 1998
Mahat hi r- Chri st mas
ECONOM C RECOVERY PROM SES JOYQOUS CHRI STMAS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 24 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the country is gradually recovering fromthe econom c probl ens
that hit the nation a year ago and the people can still ook forward to

celebrating a joyous Christnas tonorrow.

In a nessage wi shing Mal aysian Christians a "Merry Christnmas", Dr
Mahat hir said the people's support for government measures to overcomne the
econom ¢ probl ens was begi nning to bear results.

"The situation in our country is generally far better than previously,"
he said.

The Prime Mnister said Ml aysians were fortunate and shoul d be
thankful that the spirit of tolerance they practised had reinforced unity
anong themthat the econonmic difficulties and attenpts to spark off riots
failed to create di sharnony anong t he masses.

"We should learn fromevents in other countries whose econonic probl ens
had I ed to cl ashes between followers of the different religions.

"It is obviously clear that efforts to bridge the devel opnment gap
bet ween races have effectively mnimsed potential racial tensions when
crisis hits a nation."

Dr Mahathir said notw thstandi ng the econonm c sl owdown brought about by
specul ative raids on the currency and the stock market, the country's
Christian conmunity could still celebrate Christnas joyfully.

Mal aysia's multi-racial, multi-religious and multi-cultural citizens
were able to visit their Christian friends as during Christmas cel ebrations
of past years, he said.

However, since Miuslins are observing their Ramadan fast, they would not
be able to eat and drink but they could still visit their Christian friends
to extend Christmas greetings.

"Visiting one another during the festive cel ebrations can forge cl oser
rel ati ons between nulti-racial and multi-religi ous Ml aysians and hel ps
preserve peace in the country," said Dr Mahathir.

"My wife and I wish all ©Malaysians of Christian faith a Merry
Christmas." -- BERNAMA
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