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Econony- Wnen

ECONOM C TURBULENCE: TI ME FOR WOMEN TO ACT
A news focus

By: Ruhil Amani Zainal Abidin

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 14 (Bernama) -- Suddenly, wonen are to be the
nation's saviour. They are told that their decisions on daily household
spending woul d go a long way in easing the country's battered econony the
i npact of which is being felt by people fromall walks of life.

The question is how?

In a television interview | ast week, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad spelt out how housew ves' decisions could have a bearing
on the econony.

Wth the ringgit depreciating steeply against the US dollar, housew ves
shoul d, anong ot her things, should substitute normally-used inported itens
wi th | ocal products.

" Like opting for margarine instead of butter.As for itens with no
substitutes |ike cheese, the people can do without it... after all we wll
not die wthout cheese,” the prime mnister said.

Besi des this, what other neasures can the wonenfol k take as the
famly's financial controllers?

In badly-hit South Korea, Thailand and I ndonesia, wonen are working
hand-in-hand with their governments to seek solutions to their countries
economni ¢ woes.

Sout h Korean wonen have surrendered their jewellery to be turned into
gold bullions to help the country repay its debt to the Internationa
Monetary Fund (I MF) totalling US$57 billion.

In Thailand, a "Thais Hel p Thai s" canpai gn has been | aunched to coll ect
public contributions in the formof gold and foreign currencies to be
converted into bahts.

VWile in Indonesia, President Suharto's daughter Siti Hardiyanti
Rukmana has initiated a canpaign to convert US dollars to rupiahs.

In Mal aysi a, nany may have forgotten that Ml aysi ans too had one tine
gi ven noney and gold to support the struggle for independence fromthe
British.

In recalling the past, veteran politician Tan Sri Ai shah Abdu
Ghani, 74, said the people then, including wonmen, had strong spirit of
patriotism

" At that tinme, our |eaders | ed by Tunku Abdul Rahman wanted to go to
London to hol d negotiations for independence but they faced financi al
probl ens. Hence, the people cane forward to chip in.

" The wonen al so wanted to contribute their bit but they did not have
nmoney then unli ke now What they had was only jewellery...and they donated
that," she said.

Ai shah joined the political fight for national independence as early as
1945 as | eader of Sedar, the wonen's wing of the Malay National Party
before joining Umo four years |ater

Cting past econom c sl owdowns, Aishah, who was forner Wl fare Services
M ni ster, said wonen shoul d be taught to nanage househol d expenses wi sely.

Wbrren organi sations then held activities related to famly econony |ike
cooki ng conpetitions and heal thy baby contests to inpart know edge to wonen
on ways to manage famly finances efficiently.

Thr ough cooki ng conpetitions, housew ves were taught to prepare
delicious and nutritious recipes using ingredients sourced locally, she
sai d.

Ai shah, who is now Wanita Umo pernanent chairman, said:" W have to



revert to old times. Housew ves should go back to sewing, at |east to patch
up torn clothings instead of buying new ones.™

O her cost-savi ng nmeasures proposed by Ai shah are:

+ reducing the practice of taking the famly out for dinners
particularly to expensive restaurants;

+ controlling use of credit cards for shopping;

+ encouragi ng children to save;

+ keepi ng aside some anount for saving fromthe kitchen expenses given
by husbands;

+ saving cooking oil, soap, water and electricity;

+ reduci ng use of foreign branded goods; and

+ switching to vegetable farmng fromplanting flowers. -- BERNAVA
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