12/ 01/ 1998

Econoni ¢ woes to be discussed at di al ogue

THE currency and stock market problens faced by countries i n Sout h- East
Asi a and East Asia are anmpong the various i ssues expected to be di scussed
at a two-day Fourth Pacific Dial ogue starting today.

Schedul ed to be | aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad, the participants will also discuss issues pertainingto
cooperation in terns of regional security, culture and civilisation.

Deputy Prime Mnister and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimw ||
chair the di al ogue, which gathers politicians, policy-nmakers, acaden ci ans
and business | eaders fromcountries of the Pacific Rim

Speaking to reporters after neeting former US Secretary of State Dr
Henry Ki ssinger in Kuala Lunpur yesterday, Anwar said he is pleased with
t he attendance for this year's di al ogue despite the regi on experiencing a
aperi od of econonic turbul ence.

"We have seen so nmuch support and enthusi asm not only fromthe regi on
but also fromthe US. For exanple, we have seen a very high | evel of high-
ranki ng del egation fromthe US who will be attending this dial ogue.

"They include the US Secretary of Defence WIIiamCohen and Ki ssi nger as
wel | as several Anerican business | eaders |like the American I nternationa
Group chai rman (Mauri ce G eenberg).

"This is a wel come signal of continued relations, not only because they
cane here for the dial ogue but they have al so indicated their strong
conmi tment to continue to invest and work together in this country," he
added.

Cohen and Ki ssinger are anong 63 participants who will attend the
di al ogue.

The dialogue is jointly organi sed by the Institute of Strategi c and
International Studies Ml aysia, the Washi ngt on-based Asia Pacific Policy
Centre and the Mal aysi an Institute of Policy Studies.

It was first held in Penang in 1994.

At the press conference, Anwar was al so asked to clarify on the issue of
redepl oynment of foreign workers to other sectors.

He said the redepl oynent of foreign workers will only be given to those
whose permits are yet to expire but had their services term nated because
of the econom c sl owdown.

"For exanple, foreign workers in the construction sector whose permts
have yet to expire but had their services term nated can seek to be
redepl oyed i n other sectors such as in plantations,” he added.

Anwar, who is al so the Cabi net Conmittee on Foreign Wrkers chairman
said the affected workers nust adhere to the procedures set by the
rel evant authorities such as the Immgration Departnent if they intend to
seek redepl oynent in other sectors.

"However, redepl oynent woul d not apply to those forei gn wor kers whose
wor ki ng permits had expired," he sai d when asked to conment on
contradicting statements by several quarters pertaining to the
redepl oyment of foreign workers over the | ast few days.

On t he nunber of foreign workers expected to be redepl oyed, Anwar said
the I mm gration Departnent and t he Manpower Departnent of the Human
Resources M nistry should have the figure as these departments are
nmoni toring the situation and the registration of these workers is al so
conduct ed by them

( END)
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