28/ 03/ 1998

PM Menbers rejecting noney politics

JITRA, Fri. - Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today said the
situation in Umo had shown some i nprovenent with nmenbers show ng si gns of
repenting and rejecting nmoney politics and corrupt |eaders.

He sai d cases of nenbers | odging police reports that they had accepted
bribes fromcertain quarters were evidence of a new courage anong Umo
nmenbers to stemnoney politics in the party.

Speaki ng at the openi ng of the Kubang Pasu Umo di vi si onal del egates
nmeeting at Dewan Jitra, the Prinme M ni ster spoke about the inportance for
the party to portray a clean inage.

Stressing that Umo's victories in previous el ections did not solely
rely on the support fromUmo nenbers and that the votes from non-nenbers
were al so crucial, hesaidit was vital for Umo to portray a cl ean i mage.

"Therefore, we don't mnd getting rid of thousands of corrupt party
| eaders and nenbers," he said.

Reiterating his call on Umo nmenbers to throw out corrupt |eaders, Dr
Mahat hir said he was gl ad that in the current Ummo divisional el ections,

t he nenbers had di spl ayed strong commitment to clean up the party.

Stressing the party's stand that corrupt | eaders would | ose their
posi tions, Dr Mahathir expressed concern that if the party's i mage was
allowed to be snmeared by irresponsible quarters, the non-Umo nmenbers
woul d find the party disgusting.

"I'f we don't ensure that our image is clean, we mght | ose the people's
confidence in the future."”

The party president al so expl ai ned why the suprene council barredits
menber s hol di ng posts at divisional |evels frombei ng chall enged and t hose
wi t hout di vi si onal posts chal |l engi ng i ncunbent s.

Di sm ssing perceptions that the directive was non-denocratic Dr Mahathir
sai d the suprene council made the decisionin the interest of the party.

The party president al so rem nded the nenbers that securing positions in
the party and Governnent was not for personal enrichment.

"We shoul d not consider posts in the Cabinet or Exco as an opportunity
to fill our pockets or buy votes to west political power," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the nain ai mof nenbers was to achieve the party's
struggl e and upgrade the status of the Mal ays and ot her Bumi put er as.

Later, when asked whether the party would be reviewing its el ection
system Dr Mahathir said the party would be | ooking into some of the
suggestions including the eligibility of nenbers to contest and proposed
appoi nt ment of divisional |eaders by the president.

In the divisional elections, Dr Mahathir was returned unopposed as the
di vi si onal chief.

Jitra assenbl yman Tan Sri Gsnan Aroff al so retained his deputy
di vi si onal chi ef unopposed

In the election for the vice-chief's post, Dr Mahathir's politica
secretary Dat uk Saad Man al so retai ned the post by defeating Mohd Johari
Bahar om

Saad pol | ed 263 votes conpared to Johari's 87 votes.

Anot her candi date, Ahmad Zai ni Jaafar, withdrewfromthe contest.

(END)
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