13 AUG 1998

RMLOO M LLI ON EXPECTED FROM TOURI STS DURI NG COMMONWEALTH GAMES

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 13 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia expects to earn over RMLOO
mllion fromtourists during the Conmonweal th Ganes here next nonth,
Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k said today.

The figure was based on the 60,000 to 70,000 tourists expected to visit
Mal aysia during the games from Sept 11 to 21 with each visitor spending an
average of RML, 562, he said.

This was only 8 per cent of the total projected revenue of RML2.8
billion fromthe tourismsector this year, he told a nedia conference on
Mal aysi a Fest ' 98, here.

He said the ganes woul d al so have positive |ong-termeffects because
they woul d hel p introduce the country to foreigners.

The ministry had spent RMO nmillion this year on tourismpronotion, he
added.

He said the Mal aysia Fest '98, a showcase of Malaysia's cultures and
arts, would be held fromSept 12 to 26 coincide with the ganes. It woul d be
| aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at Mer deka
Square, here, on Sept 13.
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