29/ 04/ 1998

PM Muslinms need skills in science, technol ogy

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Recogni sing the inportance of education, especially
in science and technol ogy, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said the
Government is striving to upgrade the people's skills in these fields.

The Prine M nister said Muslins could only achi eve progress if they were
equi pped with skills in science and technol ogy.

"It is nouseif a person has skills but is of lownoral as this wll
damage his ownsel f, the comunity and the country,” Dr Mahathir said in
his remarks contained in the souvenir programe of the Maal Hijrah
cel ebrations.

The national -l evel cel ebration thened "Country's Wl | bei ng, Qur
Responsi bility" was | aunched by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar
at Pusat Islam

Sorre 1, 300 peopl e attended the cel ebrati on.

Dr Mahat hir said al though the country was goi ng t hrough economi c
probl ems, the Governnent woul d continue to devel op the nation

"Devel opi ng the country means devel opi ng t he Umah. Devel opi ng the Ummah
is the way to propagate Islam" he said. "This cannot be done i f Mislins
are weak and backward. "

The Gover nnent has nmade various efforts to devel op t he Umah t hrough
education and this had resulted in the reductioninilliteracy, poverty
and unenpl oynent .

II'literacy in Mal aysia now stands at 12 per cent, the poverty rate at
8.9 per cent and unenpl oynent at 2.5 per cent.

“I'lliteracy of Muslins throughout the world is 40 per cent," he said.
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