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THE STAR says the 12,700 governnment sponsored students who are all owed
to remain abroad to conplete their education are a very fortunate |ot.

O herwise, their studies, not to nention their lives, would have been
disrupted if they were required to return honme to continue their studies.

After a review the governnment decided that the students could remain to
conpl ete their courses.

This is a good decision and the students can now concentrate on their
st udi es.

STAR says the RVMB00 nmillion to be spent for this purpose will be well
worth it.

The students can repay the Government and society by excelling in their
exam nations and do their country proud.

It is hoped that the students will realise the gesture as val uable
funds have to be diverted fromel eswhere to finance their studies.

The nmoney is also urgently rquired to fund many other essenti al
projects which can benefit mllions of Ml aysians.

However, the English | angauge paper said with a better educated and
skill ed workforce, the nation can be nore conpetitive in attracting qulaity
long -termforeign investnment especially in high-tech industries. --

BERI TA HARI AN comments on directive given by Pahang Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Khalil Yaakob to the state Fire and Rescue Services Departnent to take
i medi ate action to put out the fires at 14 peat forest areas in the state.

The paper says the forest fires is serious particularly during the
current dry season

Forest fires further worsen the weather condition in the country,
am dst the drought and water shortage problens.

BERI TA HARI AN i s worried by taking advantage of the situation outsiders
may agai n indulge in smearing the good nane of the country.

It is therefore inportant that Khalil's directive be given serious
attention, says the daily.

The daily hopes other state governments would continue to take stern
measures to prevent open burni ng.

"The state governnents should al so come out with effective preventive
measures," BERI TA HARI AN says.

The Mal ay daily suggests that officers fromfive governenent agencies
-- the police, the local authorities, the firebrigade, the health mnistry
and the army should be given extra power as given to the Departnent of
Envi ronnent officers to conduct and investigate open burning.

UTUSAN MALAYSI A t ouchi ng on the announcenent by Sel angor Menteri Besar
Dat uk Abu Hassan Orar regarding water rationing to be carried out in six
nore areas in the Klang Valley starting Monday, said the nessage is clear
that water problemis becomng critical

The rationing will affect 1.2 million people around Kual a Lunpur and
Sel angor .

The Mal ay daily says under the current situation, the people do not
have any alternatives but to support water rationing.

The public, fromall walks of Iife and engange i n whatever business
shoul d be determ ned to conserve water, Utusan says.

It says the public can learn a | ot of |essons from present water
crisis.

"Mal aysia is endowed with anple water resources. As such water crisis
as bei ng experienced now should not have happened at all," concl udes
UTUSAN



TAM L NESAN wites about the historic peace accord signed by British
Prime Mnister Tony Blair and Irish Premier Bertie Ahern, |ast week to end
the unrest in Northen Ireland.

The peace accord is expected to end the 30-year old bl oodshed, bonb
bl asting, riots and other forms of violence and unrest which has taken sone
32,000 lives in Northern Irel and.

Al t hough the expectation is there but no one can deny it is not that
easy to wipe out 30-year old violence in a shorter period.

The peace accord will face many testings before it can realise its
goal , the paper says.

The conflict and aninosity between the pro-British Protestants and
pro-lreland Catholics cannot cone to an end that easily and that fast, the
paper says.

The views and standings of the ordinary people, unionists and
nati onalists on the historic peace accord will be known only when the
schedul ed public poll is conducted on 22nd of next nonth.

The poll is a testing-tine for the peace accord.

If the accord crosses the hurdle, then | asting peace can be expected in
North Ireland, the paper says.

NANYANG SI ANG PAU agai n t ouches on econom c i ssues.

It says foriegn conpani es which eye Asian markets shoul d have
confidence in the Asian econom es.

They nmust have | ong term pl ans.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir Mhamad says the tight credit
situation in the country has begun to ease and the econony is stabilising.
An U.S. assessnent consultancy firmalso predicts that the economc

situation in Asia will soon normalise.

The Chi nese paper says the government has taken various neasures to
strengthen the financial systemfollow ng the current econom c turnoil

It has allowed greater foreign equity in the tel ecommunications,

i nsurance and securities sectors.

Thirty nine finance conpanies are also to be nerged into eight core
conpani es.

It is also inevitable for banks to merge into larger entities to face
t he chal | enges of gl obalisation

The daily says the people are concerned over the financial system
particul arly over the news that two nmaj or banks which suffered huge | osses,
requi red new capital injection

The questions are:-

Have their capitals been w ped out?

Were the managenents involved in any w ongdoi ng?

It says Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims directive that
financial institutions are required to rel ease their businesses index
regul arly would hel p ensure greater transparency.

CHI NA PRESS says investnments in educational softwares and hardwares are
long termplans in line with the governnment's aimto turn the country into
a regional education centre.

The governnment coul d upgrade certain colleges, |like TAR and Mara
Institute of Technol ogy into universities to provide nore opportunities to
students to acquire higher education

The daily is commenting on Educati on Mnister Datuk Seri N ib Tun
Razak's announcenent that the Hi gher Education Fund has approved | oans to
9,091 students. 58 percent of themare bum putras and 42 percent
non- bum putr as.

The fund is opened to students in 11 governnent universities and three
private universities.

It says in its efforts to achieve educati onal excellence, the



government should allow nore private universities to set up in the country.
O her than foreign universities, the private sector could also play a
meani ngful role in helping to produce nore skilled people.
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