18/ 06/ 1998
Mahat hi r advi ses Umo del egates to be responsi bl e

Kamar ul Yunus
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yesterday called on Umo
del egates to be responsible for what they say and accept the consequences.

"They nust accept the responsibility for what they say,” he told newsnen
after briefing Umo del egates in Kual a Lunpur yesterday. Umo wll be
hol ding its 52nd general assenbly for four days, starting with the Wanita
and Yout h neetings today.

Expl ai ning that his remarks shoul d not be construed as a threat or
directive to the del egates, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, said
they (del egates) are free to talk on anything they Iike but they nmust nake
sure that there are basis for what they say.

"There is no threat ... we are just asking people to be responsible,
that is all. Sonetines people say things w thout any basis and when
sonet hi ng happened they would say "Well, | did not know . That is not
accept abl e.

"Umo nmenbers nmust be responsi bl e. Wiatever the consequences, like if
their action causes a split in the party, weaken or nake it incapabl e,
they must accept the responsibility.

"I'f they have the proof to back up what they say then it is okay. This
shows that they are responsible," he added.

On the likelihood that issues concerning cronyi smand nepotismare
expected to dominate the party's assenbly, Dr Mahathir reiterated that the
del egates can bring up these issues but they nust nmake sure they have the
facts right.

Asked whether he foresees a split in the party if the del egates were to
bring up such issues, Dr Mahathir said:

"There are people who say things which they cannot prove ... very
general kind of accusation which may rai se suspicion. This is bad for the
country. However, there is nothing to stop themfrom saying."

On remarks by Umo Youth chief Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Hami di | ast week who
descri bed nepotismas the practice of big corporations sub-contracting
privatization projects to related conpanies, Dr Mahathir said he is quite
sure that the former is "responsible when he says it".

On whether he will support a possible nmotion fromthe del egates that
there shoul d not be any contest for the party's top two posts, Dr Mahathir
sai d:

"No, | amnot in support (of the motion) but | cannot stop fromdoing it
because that is undenocratic. But as far as | amconcern, | amquite open
for contest.”

(END)
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