19/ 09/ 1998
Ex-DPM s renpval “to prevent further danmage'

Ni k I ntan Abdul | ah; Hayati Hayatudin

PASIR MAS, Fri. - Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims renmoval from Governnent and
party posts is to prevent Umo's i mage frombeing tarnished in the eyes of
ot her Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties, Gua Musang MP Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah sai d today.

He said Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who i s Umo
president and BN chairman, did not want Umo's i nage to be marred by the
al | egati ons agai nst Anwar as the party was the BN s backbone.

Tengku Razal ei gh sai d Anwar was di sm ssed because Dr Mahat hir believed
it would prevent further damage to the party.

"It is not to safeguard Dr Mahathir's position but for the interests of
the people and the nation," he said.

Tengku Razal eigh said it was i mportant that Umo continue to earn
respect fromthe BN conponent parties and the peopl e.

"I think Dr Mahathir has carried out his responsibility and the question
of whether the dismissal is fair or not should not arise," he said at a
ceranmah to expl ain the reason behi nd Anwar' s expul si on, organi sed by the
Pasir Mas Umo division |ast night.

Al so present were Umo suprene counci| nmenber Senator Datuk | brahimAli
and State BN information chief Datuk Rozali |sohak.

Tengku Razal ei gh sai d Umo nenbers nust support the decision because it
was done in accordance with the party constitution and the wi sdomof the
supreme council .

He al so said that Dr Mahathir had the right under the Federal
Constitution to appoint or renove any nenber of the Cabinet, including his
deputy.

"We shoul d al so accept the fact that no one can permanently be in the
Government, " he said, addi ng that the post of deputy prime mnister was
not provided for in the Federal Constitution.

At the sane ceranmah, |brahi msaid Anwar shoul d not take his personal
probl ens to the people as this would not hel p cl ear his nane.

He sai d Anwar's expul sion was different fromthat of other nmenbers,

i ncludi ng Dr Mahat hir.

"“Unli ke Dr Mahathir who fought for a cause, his (Anwar)'s dism ssal has

got nothing to do with the people's struggle.”
( END)



	Ex-DPM's removal `to prevent further damage' (NST 19/09/1998)

