14/ 04/ 1998
Efforts to put out Sepang peat fires continue

Leslie Andres

SEPANG, Mdn. - The bush fires on both sides of the Expressway Lingkaran
Tengah (Elite) hi ghway have been cont ai ned but work conti nues to prevent
them from spreadi ng.

Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Orar said today the various
agenci es were working towards putting themout.

"The fires are now under control. | amhappy with the effort that has
been put in by the vari ous agenci es whi ch have been wor ki ng together as a
t eam

"However, the teamfaces sone difficulty in putting out the fires
because the |l and i s made of peat soil and the fires are deep underground, "
he told reporters after touring the site of the fires, together w th Chief
Secretary to the Governnent, Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli.

Abu Hassan sai d Abdul Hali mwoul d convey a request for another
hel i copter fromthe Royal Ml aysian Air Force for water bonbing sorties to
Defence M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar.

This, he said, was because there was only one RVAF S-61 Nuri helicopter
given by the Mnistry, and this was insufficient.

Abu Hassan al so appeal ed to the m ning conpanies to play their part by
sendi ng wat er punps to put out the flanes.

"At the nonment, apart frompunps provided by the Drainage and Irrigation
Depart ment, m ning conpani es Ti mah Langat Sdn Bhd and Petaling Ti n Sdn Bhd
have sent several punps to help us but this is not enough," he said.

He added that the Defence Mnistry would al so be asked to provide
ai rpl anes for cloud-seeding.

Abu Hassan sai d t he Sel angor Departnent of Environnment had det ected open
burni ng i n near by Kanpung | ndah and t he department was currently in the
process of investigating the incident.

He added t hat he had asked the State Orang Asli Affairs Departnent to
advi se residents of five settlenments in the area not to conduct open
bur ni ng.

It is learnt that operations are under way to punp water into a water
trench running al ong the reserve and | eadi ng to Sungai Langat.

The trench will be damred up to allowwater init to overflowinto the
wet | ands surrounding it, thus putting out the underground fires.

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad war ned t hose
responsi bl e for open burning in the Kual a Langat forest reserve that they
could face inprisonnent.

Dr Mahathir, who visited the site of the fires, had said that |and
cl earing t hrough open burning by irresponsi bl e peopl e had caused t he
fires, affecting 50 hectares of the forest reserve.

He said although the authorities were working round-the-clock to put out
the fires, open burning in the forest reserve had worsened the situation

A 292-man teamfromthe Fire and Rescue Departnent, police, arned
forces, Givil Defence Departnent, Rela, DOE, DI D and Kual a Langat District
Counci| are involved in the operations.
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