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DR M NO CHANGE I N RELATIONSH P WTH U. S

By: Abdul Rahman Ahnmad and Miin Abdul Majid

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 18 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad said
today there is no change in Malaysia's relations with the United States
despite US vice president Al Gore's public support for the anti-governnent
ref ormnovenent in Ml aysi a.

The Prime Mnister was responding to a question at the end of the sixth
summ t of the Asia-Pacific Econom c Cooperation (Apec) forum here.

He was queried as to whether there was any change in relationship
bet ween Mal aysia and the US fol l owing Gore's renmarks supporting the
"reformasi " novenent initiated by former Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m

In his remarks nmade during the Apec Business Sumit di nner on Tuesday
ni ght, Gore described those involved in the novenent as "the brave people
of Mal aysia."

Hi s statenment angered Ml aysi ans while sone Apec | eaders too felt that
it was inproper to raise such issue at Apec forum

Asked whet her he shared Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrad
Badawi ' s view that any outbreak of violence over the com ng days woul d be a
result of incitement by the US, Dr Mahathir said: "Well, | stand behind ny
foreign mnister."

Abdul I ah had said Mal aysia woul d hold the US accountable for any
rupture in harnmony arising fromhis irresponsible incitement to | awl essness
in the peaceful country.

Asked if Gore was sinply trying to nake a point about econonics and the
way the countries could get out of the crisis by increasing denocracy and
transparency, Dr Mahathir said he did not understand that part of his
(CGore) speech.

However, Dr Mahathir said enough comments had been nmade about the
speech and he did not see the need to say anything nore.

Dr Mahathir also said that he and Gore did not have any di scussi on on
the political situation in Mlaysia.

On ot her | eaders expressing concern about Anwar, including Canadi an
Prinme Mnister Jean Chretien, Dr Mahathir said: "I think the Canadi an Prime
M ni ster spoke to ne and | spoke to him That's all there is toit."

Asked whether it was appropriate for Chretien to cancel his bilatera
meeting with Dr Mahathir, the Prine Mnister said he could not hold such
meetings with all the Apec | eaders as there were 20 of them

Asked if he felt hunmiliated to be a prinme mnister of a country when
denonstrati ons happened resulting many | eaders refused to neet him Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"Now we see denonstations everywhere, even in the |ast Apec | eaders
sunm t and Chogm (Commonweal t h Heads of Governnent Meeting) in Vancouver.
Both times | was there | saw denonstrations by a | ot of people.”

He sai d one Apec | eader remarked that he was surprised to see there
were no soldiers and tanks on the road here.

"They (Apec | eaders) were able to nove about freely, travelled all the
way fromthe city to Cyberjaya wi thout seeing any soldiers and policenen
wi th guns and arnmoured cars on the road," he said.

The | eaders spent the whol e day at Cyberjaya, Malaysia's future
intelligent city, sone 40kmfromhere, for their customery retreat.

Asked whet her he was concerned over the protest in Vancouver | ast year,
particul arly about the pepper-spraying of students when he was there, the



Prime Mnister replied: "I dont know, they didn't doit to ne so we are not
bothered by it. It is a part of the culture.™

Dr Mahathir said some Apec | eaders commanded hi mfor the renmarkable
situation in the country beacuse they had the inpression, based on foreign
medi a reports, that the country was "in flanes and there were riots".

"That was what one of the |leaders told nme, one of the less friendly
ones, " he said.

On whet her he thought gl obalisation of politics was com ng about as a
corollary of the globalisation of econom es, Dr Mahathir: "d obalisation of
econony apparently has got sone effects of politics because we see sone
governnents were affected by it even pushed over due to gl obalisation of
econony. "

Asked whet her el enments of denocracy in pronoting econom c action was
di scussed during the neeting, Dr Mahathir said he did not renenber any
di scussi on about el enents of denocracy, "but they di scussed about openness,
transparency, good governance".
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