28/ 11/ 1998
El ect BN for devel opnent, says Dr M

Joseph Bi ngkasan; Ashraf Abdul | ah

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - The Prine Mnister told the people of Sabah today
that it was i ncunmbent upon themto ensure a Barisan Nasional victory in
the forthcom ng State el ection because the results would serve as a
baroneter for the future of the coalition Government.

Maki ng the clarion call at a gathering of State BN Youth, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d the BN nust win the next State el ection to ensure
that it could continue with devel opnent efforts and to return the wealth
si phoned of f by the previous Parti Bersatu Sabah-1ed Government.

"Let's toget her make Sabah the premer State i n Mal aysi a. The peopl e of
Sabah nust not di sappoint the nation.

"Sabah's weal th has been taken away by irresponsi bl e Opposition | eaders.
Let's make Sabah prosperous once again. Let's ensure a victory for BNin
the comi ng el ection," he said.

The Prime M nister's speech carried special significance because a State
election will have to be held within the next 113 days. The mandate of the
current State Assenbly expires on March 18.

This will also be the first test for the BN after the drastic political
and econoni ¢ neasures taken by the Governnent and Umo two nont hs ago.

The Government had i ntroduced several nmeasures to revive the country's
ai |l i ng econony, which includes, anong ot hers, the exchange rate control.

The nove was to ensure that currency traders did not make quick profits
at the expense of a deval ued ringgit which brought hardship to the nation.

Former Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mwas renoved from
t he Cabi net on Sept 2 and expelled fromUmo the foll ow ng day.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir was given a rousing wel cone by a crowd of 5, 000.
The crowd gathered as early as 9amto greet Dr Mahathir, whose aircraft
touched down at the Kota Ki nabalu I nternational Airport's Term nal Two at
10. 35am

The people fornmed a line along both sides of the road with banners in
support of Dr Mahathir and waved at himas he nmade his way to the Shangri -
La Tanjung Aru Resort where he |l ater had a cl osed-door neeting with the
St at e Cabi net.

Dr Mahathir perforned his Friday prayer at the State Mosque and | ater
met State religious | eaders. He had dinner with comunity | eaders at the
Pan Pacific Sutera.

He sai d the peopl e shoul d ensure that the BN woul d be able to win the
next State el ection and formthe Government, so that it could continue
with efforts to devel op the State and the nati on.

"At one tine, Sabah was wealthy. It had natural resources, including
rai nforests which had been there for mllion of years. However, the
| eaders of the past stole this fromthe people for their own selfish
i nterests.

"When PBS ruled the State, they distributed the wealth anong t hensel ves
and bribed those who opposed them"

Dr Mahathir said it was the duty of the people to choose a responsible
party to govern the State.

He rem nded the BN | eaders to nmaintain the principles of BN by putting
the interests of the people above the rest. "W have to dedi cate our
services to the devel opnment of Sabah so that it becones the nost devel oped
State in Ml aysia."

Dr Mahat hir rem nded the BN nmenbers that it was i nportant for themto



support all BN candi dates, irrespective of the party they represented.

"W have to support whoever represents the BN because what is inportant
is for the BNto formthe next Government. Wnning a certai n nunber of
seats will have no neaning if the BN cannot formthe Governnent."

Dr Mahat hir sai d when the BN won, the people, including those who
supported the party, would benefit fromit.

He said the BN concept was uni que because it was a coalition forned
before the el ection. "I n other countries, political parties form
coalitions only when they are unable to get nmajority votes in the
el ection. So, they are forced to formcoalitions. This is a marri age of
conveni ence whi ch normal |y does not last."
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