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Mahat hi r- El ecti on
ELECTI ON FOR POSTS W LL BE ON CONSULTATI VE BASI S

KOTA BAHARU, Jan 26 (Bernama) -- The Umo Supreme Council will try to
ensure that the election for divisional posts in March 12 and 29 will be on
consul tative basis, says party's president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
sai d today.

He said the suprenme council would try to convince Umo nmenbers and the
i ncunbents of the need to reach an agreenent to avoid contest in the
interest of the party.

"We give priority to party's interest. W subscribe to denocracy but
not the kind that will lead to disunity. So we | ook for the solution,"” he
told reporters said after chairing the Kel antan Umo Liai son Committee
meeting at Rumah Sri Kel antan, here.

To avoid split within the party resulting fromthe election, Dr
Mahat hir said the suprene council recently decided that divisional |eaders
who were al so suprene council menbers should not be chal | enged.

At the same time, he said suprene council nenbers who were not
di vi sional |eaders could not challenge existing divisional |eaders.

"He cannot chal |l enge the divisional |eader and if he is the divisiona
| eader, others cannot challenge him He cannot chall enge and he cannot be
chall enged. So it's fair."

For divisional chiefs who were not supreme council menbers, Dr Mahathir
sai d discussion woul d be nade to avoid a contest.

On today's neeting, Dr Mahathir who is al so Kel antan Umo Liai son Chi ef
said the neeting unani nously agreed that all divisional chiefs in Kelantan
except in Gua Miusang division would not be chall enged.

In the Gua Musang division, he said incunbent Saupi Abdul Rahman had
agreed not to seek re-election and offered the post to fornmer Parti Melayu
Semangat 46 president, Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah.

For the other divisional posts, Dr Mahathir said Kel antan Umo woul d
try to avoid contests too

"I'n Kel antan, we agree to focus our attention to strengthening the
party. We feel that since we need to strengthen Umo in Kelantan nore than
in any other places, that's why we conme to such an agreenent,” he said.

Dr said the neeting unani nously acknow edged that the party's struggles
super ceded that of individuals'.

He said all Umo nmenbers in Kelantan nmust place party's struggl es above
personal interest and Kel antan Umo woul d be strongers if its nenbers were
united in objective.

"Usually, we lost (in election) not because of our opponents were
strong but because of problenms within the party. W want to reduce such

probl ens, " he said.
He said sim|ar approach was not needed in other states as their
opponents were not as strong as in Kel antan. --BERNAVA
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