26/ 09/ 1998

PM | did not believe allegations earlier

KUALA LUVPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad today reiterated that
he did not act against Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwhen told of his sexua
m sconduct five years ago because he did not believe them

Dr Mahathir was specifically referring to former |Inspector Ceneral of
Police Tun Hanif Omar, who told hi mabout the m sconduct of his former
deputy.

The Prime Mnister was asked by a foreign journalist why he did not
pursue the matter i medi ately, suggesting that taking action now snacked
of political nanoeuvring.

The Prime M nister had earlier |aunched the Ml aysi a Franchi se
Exhi bi ti on and Conference ' 98.

Dr Mahathir said: "I just couldn't believe he (Anwar) was capabl e of
doing that at that tinme, but later on | found evidence which | cannot
(dismiss) ... so | have to accept the fact that he has been indulging in

these kind of practice which a good Muslimshouldn't."

On Wednesday, Hanif said he inforned Dr Mahathir in 1993 that Anwar had
honbsexual tendenci es based on "convinci ng evidence" gathered by his
of ficers.

"Now | have found evidence that | cannot dispute,” Dr Mahathir said.

The Prime M nister was al so asked to comrent on the denpnstration staged
by Anwar's supporters at the National Msque after Friday prayers today.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar's supporters were conmmitting sin by using nobsques
to denmponstrate for his sacked deputy.

He said Anwar was di smissed for sexual m sconduct and therefore, by
going to the nosque to denonstrate for Anwar, his supporters were al so
committing sin.

Dr Mahathir, who had over the | ast few days reveal ed i nstances of
Anwar's al | eged sexual m sconduct, said he believed the majority of the
peopl e were convi nced of Anwar's guilt.

He was al so asked by a foreign reporter that the British Foreign
Secretary Robin Cook, at the United Nations yesterday, had nmet with
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi and had reportedly
expressed concern about Anwar's case.

To this, Dr Mahathir said Cook was here (with Queen Elizabeth's
entourage) but it was strange Cook never asked him (Dr Mahat hir) "about
anyt hi ng".

Dr Mahathir said the foreign Press seemed to think that fair trials
could only be found in European countries and not Asian countries |ike
Mal aysi a.

( END)
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