09/ 12/ 1998

" Enbassi es were given materials to counter bad publicity'

W SMA Putra was in constant touch wi th Ml aysi an enbassies during the peak
of negative nedia reporting on the country foll owing the dism ssal of

Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahimas Deputy Prinme Mnister and the inplenmentation
of exchange rate controls.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badaw sai d yesterday the
enbassies were given "fact sheets", newspaper reports, text of speeches by
| eaders and gui delines on howto tackle questions raised.

"W recei ved newspaper reports and articles published by the overseas
medi a as well as requests for guidelines on howto react to certain
reports,” he said in a reply to Wan Junai di Tuanku Jaafar (BN Batang
Lupar).

On intrusion into Mal aysi an airspace by Singapore Air Force jets,
Abdul I ah said the Governnment had no intention of hol ding further
di scussion with the republic on the matter.

"In the recent discussion between Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and hi s Si ngaporean counterpart Goh Chok Tong, Dr Mahathir assured
Si ngapore that Ml aysia woul d give pronpt go-ahead for the use of its
ai rspace during search and rescue mni ssions."

To a suppl ementary question by Wan Junai di on whether it was necessary
for the ministry to enbark on an i mage-buil di ng exerci se, Abdullah sai d:

"The task of image-building is an on-going exercise which requires
concerted and well co-ordinated efforts; hence the need for us to forge
cl ose co-operation with other mnistries and agencies.”

( END)
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