22/ 09/ 1998

Enbraci ng Mal aysi a Bol eh spirit

TEN gol ds may seemtoo fewto share with 20 nillion people, but every
Mal aysi an must be i magi ni ng a nedal around his or her neck. O course, not

many had expected their sportsmen and wonmen to do half as well in the
first place. Fewer still would have dreant that the country's first effort
at organising the second | argest sporting event on Earth to be such a
success. And this triunph is sweeter still as the country faces one of its

nost trying periods. There is the regional financial crisis that is still
ragi ng after nore than 14 nonths and the need to ensure that new y-
installed capital controls work to expedite recovery. Then there's the
political drama being played out in the presence of over 5,000 athletes
and 2,000 i nternational press people follow ng the sacki ng of Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mfromthe Governnent and Umo about a week before the first
group of Commpnweal th Ganes officials started arriving.

For all the negative criticismand pessimsmbefore the Ganes, and t he
events that kept unfol di ng as the Ganes progressed, everyone i nvol ved now
has littl e doubt nowthat the next host will have a tough act to followin
hosting the 17th Ganes in four years' tinme. As for Mal aysia, the country
has proved that it can and does have the ability to host major world
events. Neither the noney spent to organise the event, nor the
determ nation to make the Ganes a runaway success for the Governnent and
t he people, has been small. In ternms of econonics and busi ness, the 11-day
event has been the i npetus for devel oping billions of ringgit worth of
infrastructure and facilities. This has included not only new stadi uns and
venues, but a newairport, Light Rail Transit system and many hotel s,
some of which are five-star. In terms of participation, Mlaysia did
better than expect ed.

So why not bring on the A ynpics? Yes, why not, indeed. Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who had quietly visited nany of the venues
as the Ganes were in progress, has hinted of a possible bid by Ml aysia
for the greatest world sports event in the year 2008. This neans by the
year 2020, Mal aysi ans woul d probably host the A ynpics. But as Dr Mahat hir
rightly pointed out, the ability to host the Qynpics is not the only
concern, Mal aysi ans nust be able to conpete with the best in the world. W
wi Il need nore than one Sapok Biki to inpress the world and our 21st
century successor to Wat son Nyanmbek nust regul arly clock | ess than 10
seconds when running the 100m That is not beyond reach, if we continue to
enbrace the Mal aysi a Bol eh spirit. Note: the 10 gold nedal s the nati on won
at the KL Ganes are only two short of the total gold medal tally of
Mal aysia in the last 15 Ganes. |If we can repeat that |eap in achi evenent
and faith, there is no stopping us fromconquering the Cormonweal t h Gares
in future and, perhaps, be worthy contenders at the A ynpics. The first
gold has yet to be won at that neet.

But first, let us cone to terns on what nmay be needed to build up future
t eans of sportswonen and nen that are of world and A ynpic class. Qur
education systemwi || have to pl ace greater enphasis on physi cal
education. Enrol nent into universities should give sone kind of priority
to Mal aysi ans who excel in sports. Inthe US, this systemhas produced
great athletes - men and wonen - and has hel ped pl ace Anericans on the
list of great nanes in the sports world. Ml aysia has proven nany tines
that it can do what it sets out to do, the Cormmopnweal th being the |atest
exanpl e of the nation's many incredible feats. Mal aysi ans have in the | ast



coupl e of years scal ed t he hi ghest nountai n and trekked t he col dest
continent on Earth.

The Commonweal t h has been a resoundi ng success at the nost difficult of
times, and this is a fact that should not be forgotten. Yet there are sone
quarters who thi nk we woul d not be able to play host to foruns |ike the
Asi a Paci fic Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) | ater this year because of sone
perceived political turmoil that is occurring at probably the peak of
difficult economic tinmes. W ask these quarters to check Mal aysia's track
record, the peace that has been nuintai ned at the nost vol atil e of
econom c tines, the spirit of its people to succeed, and the determ nation
of this country to bounce back. The Conmonweal th may not be the O ynpics,
but it's a step away.
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