31/ 05/ 1998

Enoti ve wel come by 200 supporters at airport

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Former Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammad
Muhanmmad Tai b returned fromBrisbane tonight to an enotive wel cone from
hi s supporters who garl anded and hugged him

Some of his supporters - about 200 turned up - chanted "H dup Mat Tai b"
as he made his way through the crowd at the Sul tan Abdul Aziz Shah
Ai rport. Mihanmmad sai d he was headi ng for his kanpung to neet his parents
and to hold a feast.

Muhammad said he would return to active politics if there was support.

"Otherwise, | will balik kanpung where there are so nmany things for ne
to do," Miuihammmad told reporters.

He parried a series of questions fromreporters on the sources of his
weal th, saying he had told everything to the rel evant agencies and t he
Anti-Corruption Agency during the past 18 nonths.

Muhammad, who is on | eave as an Umo vice-president, said he hoped to
meet Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad soon

Earlier in Brisbane, Ruslaini Abbas reports Mihamrad sai d he and his
brot hers were taki ng hone the noney that | anded himin court. This was in
line with the Governnent's call to hel p Mal aysi a's econony.

Speaki ng to Mal aysi an journalists, Muhamad said he had sold his
Sovereign Island property "at a |l oss" | ast year and woul d sell the 4, 400ha
farmin Currajong Park i n Queensl and.

Muhammad said he and his famly were al so planning to sell their three
properties in New Zeal and.

Muhammad, 52, who resigned as the Menteri Besar in April |ast year, had
S$1.1 nmillion, RV690, 000, US$77, 300, NzZ$25, 030 and about A$1, 000 when he
left Australia for New Zeal and on Dec 22, 1996.

The noney was sei zed by the federal police following his arrest at the
Bri sbane International Airport on Dec 22, 1996 and rel eased yest erday.

Asked if he would contest the vice-presidency in next year's election,
he said he had not given it thought as it was "still a long way to go"

"The ACA checked our accounts and scrutinised the records and it is up
to themwhet her to take any action against nme," he said, adding that
what ever he told the ACA was consistent with the evidence in court.

He said he had declared his assets to the Prine M nister after becom ng
Menteri Besar in 1986 and nade further decl arations after each genera
el ection.

( END)
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