20/ 10/ 1998
Enmphasi se skills and technol ogy, PMurges Africans

Hardev Kaur in Tokyo
THE Asi an approach and the Asian way t owards devel opnent "is still a good
strategy”. If African countries are going to devel op the way East Asi an
countries devel op, then the strategy should be the same - concentrate | ess
on aid but nore on skills and technol ogy.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d Asi ans shoul d share
their experience with others so that all can enjoy growth and devel opnent.
"Qur experience is quite recent and it is still fresh in our mnds. W
shoul d be able to pass it on with great ease.”

He said countries in Latin Anerica have fail ed and so has Russia as wel |
as rich countries which are exhibiting vulnerability to attacks on their
currenci es and stock narkets.

Dr Mahathir said this at the Second Tokyo I nternational Conference on
African Devel opment here.

The three-day conference i s being attended by | eaders and of ficials of
52 African countries, Asia, North America and Europe. Asian nations such
as Chi na, Mal aysi a, Sout h Korea, the Philippines, Thail and and I ndonesi a
are taking part in the conference for the first tine.

Admitting that today countries in East Asia seemto have failed, Dr
Mahathir said "... it is not really due to the Asian way. The failure is
due to sonet hi ng unforeseen”.

Currency trading and rai ds on stock markets are not the fault of Asians
or their ways or val ue system "Any country subjected to such destructive
attacks will fail", Dr Mahathir said, to which an African del egate in the
audi ence agreed saying: "How true".

The Prinme M nister pointed out that

thereis much to learn fromthe

Asi an weaknesses al so", and "... much to be gai ned fromavoi di ng t hese
weaknesses".

Whi | e European-styl e capitali smshoul d be avoi ded, Europeans have a | ot
to contribute as well. Besides, the Europeans t hensel ves are not averse to

wor ki ng with and for Africans. In this context, he disclosed that France
was willing to work closely with Japan and Mal aysia in assisting Africa to
devel op.

The three have initiated a trilateral co-operation to assist Africa. The
initiative, according to Dr Mahathir, is "prem sed on African countries
t aki ng ownershi p of their devel opnent and with the overarchi ng objective
of building a partnership rather than a donor-recipient relationship”.

Wth this uni que approach, Ml aysia, France and Japan hope to contribute
in a nodest way, to pronoting the social and economni ¢ devel opnent of
African countri es.

Japanese Prinme M nister Keizo Gouchi, in his opening address at the
conference, said Japan woul d t ake advantage of the "trilateral co-
operation franework for Africa" to enphasi se human resource devel oprent .

Notwi t hst andi ng the "severe economic crisis" which has gripped nany
countries in Asia, including Japan, Cbuchi invitedall "tounite with us
i n applyi ng sweat and wi sdomto open a path towards Africa's bright
future", adding that "a friend in need is a friend i ndeed".

Dr Mahathir said it is tinely that Asian countries |ike Japan and to a
| esser extent Mal aysi a and others stretch out a hel ping hand. "It will not
cost the Asians nuch and they will eventually be anply repaid."

As much as Japan profited fromMal aysia's prosperity, Japan and France
will "profit even nore fromAfrican devel opment and prosperity".



Wil e African Governments are keen to devel op their countries and the
wel | - bei ng of their people, they are handi capped by poverty and the | ack
of experience and experti se.

Thus, Japan and France and even Mal aysia are in a position to help the
Af ricans overcone their shortcom ngs. Dr Mahathir said they can hel p set
up job-creating industries. Africans are very skilful andwithlittle
orientation the basic skills can be turned into industrial skills.

I ndustries should do well in African countries, as they have done in
Sout heast Asi a.

Descri bing Japan's interest in Africa as "nost wel cone” Dr Mahathir said
countries in Africa have | ost "al nost half a century”. Ml aysia, he added,
had tried in a small way to hel p. "But we are a devel opi ng country with
meagre resources. Wth Japan and France pitching in |l amsure we can nake
up for the loss of tinme."

Africans, Asians and Europeans will benefit fromthe stabilisation and
prosperity of Africa brought about by the co-operative efforts of three
continents, the Prime Mnister said.

He hoped t he conference woul d hel p everyone to focus on Africa as "there
is everything to gain and nothing to | ose by prospering Africa, a close
nei ghbour in a shrinking world".

( END)
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