02/ 10/ 1998

Enphasi s on soci al devel opnent, quality of life

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Mal aysi ans' social devel opnent and quality of life
are very much on the Government's mind inits efforts to realise the

Nati onal Information Technol ogy Agenda, a National I T Council officia

sai d.

NI TC per manent secretary Tengku Dat uk Dr Mohd Azzman Shari f f adeen sai d
the National I T Agenda, or Nita, was not just an agenda about technol ogy
but was concerned with the country's overall devel opnent in the
I nformati on Age.

"This is reflected inthe five thrust areas identified by the NI TC as
needi ng speci al focus - E-Comunity, E-Public Services, E-Learning, E-
Econony and E- Sovereignty.

"Sonme of themdo not fall within the traditional boundaries of |IT but
are part of Nita and the country's devel oprment,"” he told the New Straits
Ti mes during the Mul ti nedi a Asia ~ 98 conference and exhi bition at the
M nes Exhi bition Centre yesterday.

The NI TC has set up working groups to fornul ate programes addressi ng
these five thrust areas.

Tengku Azzman said E-Soverei gnty was one exanpl e where I T and the so-
call ed "borderl ess worl d" could chal |l enge a nation's traditiona
boundari es and affect the people's culture and i dentity.

"As a country dependent on traditional borders, your honbgeneity becones
threatened by the fact that information is conming in and goi ng out at
will.

"The effect on business, as sone people find econoni c val ue outside the
country while others find it inside, can extend to political issues," he
sai d.

He said it was inportant for Malaysia to find newways to enphasise its
sovereignty and rei nforce the national and cultural identity of its
peopl e.

In E-Public Services, he said, the Government wanted to nake sure that
the benefits of IT were translated into better quality of service to the
peopl e.

"That makes E-Public Services different fromE-Governnent, which is nore
concerned about the internal processes of the Government itself.

"Peopl e think of the Multinmedia Super Corridor as a Federal Government
effort, but we want to bring it to the l|ocal level."

Tengku Azzman said t he Government's "soci al agenda" aspect was al so
clear inthe lineup of the NITC s new panel for the 1999 to 2001 term
announced by its chairman, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanad,
on Sept 24.

"The new | i neup i ncludes many representatives froma cross-section of
society, especially fromthe comunity interest sector |ike wonen's,
consuners and envi ronnental groups."”

He said the |ineup was ai ned at all owi ng the three constituencies
emphasised in Nita - the Governnent or public sector, the private sector
and comunity interests - to interact for bal anced di scussi on and
formul ati on of programes.
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