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WE are grateful to Allah for being able to once again cel ebrate Ma' al

H jrah in peace, confort and contriteness. W should be grateful as there
have generally been no incidents which can tarnish the good nane and i nage
of Islamand the Muslins in our country. Although the country is facing
econom ¢ probl ens, we can continue to abide by Allah's conmand and
practise the teachings of H s prophet, Mihanmad, resol utely and

conpl etely.

Owi ng to our adherence to I slam we have been abl e to govern and devel op
this country to a |l evel where nobody can say that Islamis an obstacle to
achi evenents in this world.

Hijrah is a great | esson and exanple for the Mislins. Anobng the
Prophet's sunnah (traditions), the hijrah fromMecca to Medina 1, 419 years
ago was a highly significant event in the struggle of the Prophet in
propagating | sl am so much so that that particul ar date was decl ared t he
begi nning of the Islamc era.

Hi j rah means noving fromone place to another in the desire for change
fromone i nperfect situation to one which is better. The Prophet's
m gration fromMecca to Medi na fol |l owed the oppression he faced i n Mecca
until he could no | onger propagate |Islam

On the contrary, fromthe neeting with the peopl e of Medi na who visited
Mecca, the Prophet realised they were nore willing to accept the teachings
of Islam Therefore, the hope to propagate Islamif the Prophet noved to
Medi na was greater.

The migration was well arranged and done cautiously. A nunber of
foll owers were sent before the Prophet hinself migrated to Medi na. W know
the reception in Medina by the residents were warmand |Islamgrewrapidly
t here.

In the Quran, in verse 53 of Al-Anfaal, Allah said:

"Verily, Allah will never change a grace whi ch he has best owed on a
peopl e until they change what is in their own self."

Simlarly, in verse 11 of Ar-Rad, Allah said:

"Verily, Allah will not change the good condition of a people as |ong as
t hey do not change their state of goodness thensel ves. ™"

W Muslinms know t hese verses and know t he Prophet migrated to change the
si tuati on which was then in the way of success of Islam c propagation. But
we do not really pay attention to the actual neaning of the prophetic
tradition and Al |l ah' s sayi ng on changi ng of oneself.

Therefore, if our situation is not good certainly the fault is ours as
we do not act to change the situation.

I's our situation already very good?

We are thankful for all the good things we enjoy in this country. Cur
country is peaceful and we do not have to face many probl ens such as
fam ne and naj or cat astrophe suffered by ot hers. Neverthel ess, we are
still weak and easily oppressed by others. Qur weaknesses are due to our
cul ture which does not really stress hard work, seeking know edge,
nmoderation in life, adopting good val ues and other things. It is,
therefore, easy for anybody to defeat and huniliate us. This | eads our
religionto be humliated al so.

I f we understand the true neani ng of "hijrah" and the verses nenti oned
above, we will definitely nove fromthe culture which is not suitable to
t hat whi ch can nake us progressive and strong.



Actual ly, our ability is no less better than other people. W have
proven that if we nmake an effort, Insya Al ah, we can achi eve what ever
t hat have been achi eved by ot hers.

Sci ence and t echnol ogy, nanagenent, busi ness and i ndustry, invention of
sophi sticated things, all these can be done if we put in effort.

If we do not want to change fromwhat had been our normto somet hi ng
new, our ability will never be tested nor put to good use.

We nust, however, remenber that not everything newis good and not all
changes will bring success. Again we nust refer to the struggle of the
Prophet. When he went to Taif to garner support and spread t he teachings
of Islam the attenpt fail ed because the peopl e of Taif, who had their own
idols, refused to accept Islam They refused to submt to God.

The Prophet was not denoralised by this failure nor the unwillingness to
make changes. If he had been frustrated with the reception he received in
Tai f and hence not gone to Medina, |slamm ght not have spread as it had.

Al t hough we know t hat God can make anyt hi ng happen easily, He wants us
to strive for it. Qur efforts may or may not be fruitful. It is up to God
to determ ne. But just because success i s not assured, it does not nean we
shoul d not work and try to change our |ot.

This is the invaluable | essons fromthe H jrah. W should not cel ebrate
t he com ng of Muharramjust so to renenber the Hijrah or as a new year
festival.

Thi s occasi on shoul d becone a reni nder to us so that we woul d enul ate
t he Prophet who strived for change upon God' s behest.

In tackling the current crisis faced by the country, and this crisis is
smal | conpared to that faced by the Prophet in Mecca, we have to
"em grate” not fromthis country to another but in the ways of addressing
t he probl ens.

If there is a need for us to be thrifty, to work harder, to be nore
pati ent and noderate in our stand, then we must be willing to nake these
changes.

God willing, if we are prepared to change, then this Ma'al Hijrah will
not just be to celebrate a historical day but will be nmuch nore beneficial
and meani ngful. God willing, we Muslinms will be able to free oursel ves
fromthe problens affecting us and to overcone all fornms of oppression.
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