30 CCT 1998
Mahat hir-Mni stry
ENERGY, TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS AND POSTS M NI STRY TO BE RENAMED

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- The Energy, Tel econmunications and
Posts Mnistry will be renaned the Energy, Communications and Miltinedia
Mnistry effective this Sunday.

In announcing this today, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
said that its mnister, Datuk Leo Mbggie, would be the minister in the new
mnistry.

The Information Mnistry would relinquish all functions related to
policy and regul atory aspects of broadcasting to the new mnistry, he said.

However, the Information Mnistry will continue to be responsbible for
policy devel opnment and inplenentation related to systematic and effective
di ssem nati on of governnment information

The mnistry would remain responsi ble for the managenment and operation
of Radi o- Tel evi sion Mal aysia (RTM, the Prine Mnister said.

Dr Mahathir said that a conmi ssion called the Ml aysi an Communi cati ons
and Mul tinedia Conm ssion would also function effective this Sunday, to be
chaired by Dr Syed Hussei n Mohamed, who between 1993 and this year was
i nvol ved in engi neering consultancy.

Dr Syed Hussein, who holds a doctorate in quality engineering from
Bi r M ngham Uni versity, resigned as executive director of Tel ekom Mal aysi a
Bhd in June 1993 to set up an engi neering consul tancy but remained as
non- executive director of the utility firm

In 1985, he was appointed director of Sinme Darby Bhd, responsible for
all of the group's Ml aysian engi neering, manufacturing and trading
conpani es.

Dr Mahathir also said that a | aunching grant of RML22 mi|lion would be
provi ded by the governnment for the conmm ssion.

Wth the formation of the comrission as the single regulatory authority
for the converged industry of tel ecomunisations, broadcasting and
conputing, the role of Jabatan Tel ekom Mal aysia or the Tel ecomuni cati on
Department Mal aysia will be displ aced.

Sonme of the present technical funtions would, however, be taken over by
t he conm ssi on, he said.

The regul atory function for the Department of Post would al so be
i ncorporated into the functions of the conm ssion together with the
responsibility of inplenenting the Digital Signature Act 1997, he said.
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