07/ 05/ 1998

Engi neering study on Trans Asia rail

AN on- goi ng engi neering study for the proposed construction of the trans-
Asia railway line fromSi ngapore to Kunnmeng in China is expected to be
conpl et ed next nonth.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik told the House that
Mal aysi a, whi ch had been appoi nted the project's coordinator, did not have
to spend extra as all its railway |lines were conplete.

To date, the Mal aysi an Governnent has all ocated RM2 million and a
private consortiumRMB mllion for feasibility studies.

KTM Ber had had al so been appoi nted proj ect managers, while KL Consul t
fromMal aysi a had been appoi nt ed head consul tant by the consorti um of
consul tants.

Dr Ling was replying to a question fromLi mSiang Chai (BN Petaling Jaya
Sel at an) who asked whet her t he proposed rail way woul d be post poned due to
econom ¢ probl ens.

Dr Ling said Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had suggest ed
the i npl ementation of the project and it was unani nously agreed by Asean
heads at a neeting in Bangkok in 1995.

Dr Ling said the estinmated cost for the entire project could only be
gi ven once t he engi neeri ng study, which woul d study the area's terrain and
m ni mum st andar ds required, was conpl et ed.

To a suppl enmentary questi on by Wan Mohaned Jam n Mohd Mahnood ( Pas-
Tunpat), Dr Ling said the proposed project covered all Asean countri es.

He said Asean may invite consortiuns to undertake the project with
expertise fromChina, Japan and Sout h Korea. Anerican and European
conpani es may be invited to join the consortium
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