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Enhance product quality, Law urges

Sreerema Banoo

LOCAL manuf acturers shoul d focus on enhanci ng their products' quality to
i ncrease confidence i n Mal aysi an products and boost product
conpetitiveness.

M ni ster of Science, Technol ogy and the Environnment Datuk Law H eng Di ng
in making this call at the Ml aysia Good Design Mark ' 97 award
presentation cerenony in Shah Alamyesterday, said theringgit's
depreci ati on shoul d be vi ewed positively.

"The depreciation of the |ocal currency will make Mal aysi an- nade
products nore conpetitive in the international market.

"This is the best opportunity for Ml aysi an manufacturers to increase
public confidence in Ml aysi an-nmade products and al so to venture into the
international nmarket," he said.

The Good Design Mark is one way to i ncrease attractiveness of Ml aysi an-
made products, both locally and internationally, he said. These efforts
will be futile wthout the support of Ml aysi ans.

The minister also said the response to the award from manufacturers has
not been encouraging as many local firms are adopting a "wait and see"
approach. O the seven recipients, only two were | ocal conpani es.

"The nost effective way to tell the world that our products are of no
less quality is for us to use themourselves. W will not gain the
confidence of outsiders in our products if we oursel ves have no confi dence
in them

He said, that just as in other areas, "we have to first set a good
exanpl e for others to emul ate”.

A total of seven products were identified as good design products
meet i ng standard requirenents needed for the Good Design Mark.

The Mal aysi a Desi gn Council conducted two judgi ng sessi ons i n Sept enber
| ast year and the products were sel ected based on criteria such as
aest heti cs and popul ar appeal, practicality and functionality, ergonom cs
and safety.

Chai rman of the Mal aysi a Design Council Datuk Dr Ahmad Taj uddin Ali
said the role of design in a product and its packagi ng i s undoubt abl e and
a design which has "quality will not only increase denmand" but al so
attract consumers.

Through t he award, manufacturers, he added, will be able to pronote
their products through the nedi a and exhi bitions.

He added t hat dependi ng on the nunber of entries received this year
awards may be given twice a year

The Ml aysi a Good Desi gn Mark was | aunched by Prinme M ni ster Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad at t he Mal aysi a Desi gn Conference and Exhibitionin
1996.

The programme, organi sed by the Ml aysia Design Council, is aimed at
encour agi ng and recogni si ng i nnovative, creative and wel | - desi gned
Mal aysi an products and packagi ng.

To increase awareness of the award, Law said, information will be
di ssem nat ed t hrough chanbers of conmerce and i ndustry and nmanuf acturers
associ ati ons.

Meanwhi | e, Lawtol d Bernana that the oil waste coll ected al ong t he Kual a
Sel angor and Sabak Bernamcoast after an oil slick ocurrence | ast nonth
wi |l be di sposed of either by burning or burying.

He said suitable sites to carry out the work has yet to be deci ded by



the committee set up to clean up the oil slick washed ashore on Decenber
24.

Law gave an assurance that whatever nmethod used to di spose of the waste
will not bring any adverse effect to the environnent and t he wel | bei ng of
t he peopl e.

Aut horities have yet to deternmine the origin of the slick.
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