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Anwar - Ser vi ce
ENHANCE TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS SERVI CE, SAYS ANWAR

SHAH ALAM Feb 13 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m said today the tel econmuni cations service in the country is stil
"very inadequate" and efforts nust be nade to enhance the rel ated
infrastructure

"The quality of service nust be enhanced. W are not satisfied and
partly because all the infrastructures are not in place," he said when
opening Malaysia's first nobile phone factory bel onging to Swedi sh
t el econmuni cati ons gi ant Tel ef onakti ebol aget LM Eri csson, here.

Citing an exanple, Anwar said he had encountered a | ot of problens when
using his nobile phone on the way to the function

"There was an extraordi nary anmount of static which surely does not
happen in Sweden...we have a | ot of phones but inadequate infrastructure,”
he said.

He said that was why tel ecommunication players were being urged to work
toget her by merging their operations.

Anwar said d obal Systemfor Mbile Tel econmuni cations (GSM and
Per sonal Communi cati ons Network System (PCN) operators needed to set up
about 1,200 and 2,500 stations respectively.

"So, a conpany's mnor interest should be set aside towards better
quality in service," he said.

Anwar al so t hanked Ericsson for choosing Malaysia as its first location
in the Asia Pacific to manufacture and distribute nobile phones to neet the
demands in this region.

"Along-terminvestor will look at the entire political, econom c and
social environnent in a particular country.

"Ml aysia, particularly under the |eadership of Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, has shown that we are consistent in our policies
and Dr Mahathir has the support of other parties, the government and the
peopl e, " he said.

He said this was critical in ensuring greater investor confidence in
the country and the government was conmtted to taking all the necessary
steps to ensure that the needs of investors were taken care of.

Anwar said the adjustnents which had been nade to the macro-economc
policies took into account not only short-term problens but al so nedi um
and long-terminterests of the country.

"We've adjusted our fiscal policies...we' ve taken even unpopul ar
nmeasures at tinmes to ensure that the macro-economnmic stabilisation process
goes uninterrupted.

He al so said that although the country took great pride inits
dedi cat ed and di sci pli ned wor kforce, Ml aysian workers and young
pr of essi onal s shoul d continue to broaden their horizon and inprove their
capabilities.

Anwar said they should take the cue fromDr Mahathir who spent the
whol e of yesterday listening to the inputs of international captains of
i ndustry involved in the Miltinmedia Super Corridor project.

"W appeal to them (the workers) to continue to |learn, to prove that
Mal aysi ans can perform excellently,” he said.

He al so said fromhis recent trips to several countries in the region
he could feel a spirit of canaraderie anong the countries involved to
weat her the current econom c hardship.

Earlier, Ericsson's outgoing president and chief executive officer Dr



Lars Rangvi st said the conpany, which had been in Mal aysia for nore than 30
years, was here to stay.

He said Ericsson registered US$20 billion sales |ast year and enpl oyed
100, 000 people in 130 countries. -- BERNAVA
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