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Anwar - Dai m
DAl M S APPO NTMENT ENHANCES COLLECTI VE ROLE, SAYS ANWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, June 30 (Bernamm) -- The appoi ntnent of Tun Dai m
Zai nuddi n as a Cabinet mnister will enhance the collective role of the
Nati onal Economic Action Council (NEAC) to stinulate the Ml aysian econony
and overcome probl ens the econony is facing, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahi msaid today.

Anwar, who is al so Finance Mnister, said he and Dai m had been worki ng
together for sometine since Dai mwas appoi nted executive director of NEAC
when it was fornmed in Decenber |ast year to tackle the econom ¢ crisis.

Asked by reporters about suggestions that Daim s Cabi net appoi nt nent
had weakened his own position, Anwar said: "I don't see why | need to
respond in that negative sense because his position in the Cabinet would
enhance the collective role of the NEAC because it is chaired by the PM
(Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad), | as deputy and Daima a
per manent nenber".

"So | think we should viewthis positively in working together to
stimul ate the econony and sol ve many of our problens," he told reporters
after chairing the International Islanmic University's (11U Council Meeting
at its new canpus in Gonmbak near here.

Daim finance nminister from1984-1991, was appoi nted Special Functions
Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent dealing with econom c
devel oprent | ast Friday.

Anwar, maeking his first public comrent on the appointnent, said it
appeared to have drawn many interpretations.

"That can't be avoided, but |I was inforned of the appoi ntnent by the
Prime Mnister and | viewit positively as all this while we have worked as
a team

He said Dr Mahathir, Daimand he net al nost every day along with
several other officials to study the econom ¢ probl ens and adopt a common
stand in tackling them

"We can't stop others frommaking interpretations (about the
appoi ntnent)," he said.

Anwar said the question of distribution and overlap of duties between
himand Daimdid not arise at all.

Earlier, Anwar who is also I1U President, said the council neeting
di scussed the university's devel opnment and took note of the current
financial constraints.

"Whil e cost-cutting nmeasures have been adopted, | have asked that this
shoul d not affect students in terns of basic facilities," he said.

The IlUis also taking steps to speed up the devel opnent of the
uni versity's nedi cal canpus in Kuantan, he added.
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