14 OCT 1998
Mahat hi r - Denocr acy
ENSURE CONTI NUED PEACE AND PROSPERI TY, SAYS MAHATHI R

SHAH ALAM Cct 14 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today the people nust uphold the country's denocratic systemto ensure
conti nued peace and prosperity.

The Prime Mnister said denocracy could not develop onits own if the
peopl e did not understand it and strive to make it a success.

The people nust realise that the peace did not come just l|ike that but
somet hi ng which they had to strive for, he said when addressi ng sone 5, 000
peopl e at the national-level Unity Day 1998 at the Dewan Jubli Perak, here.

Dr Mahathir said that until recently there was no attenpt to disregard
denocracy or the courts because the normal practice was to nake use of
proper channels to voice dissatisfaction

"Riots, denmpnstrations and ot her unbecom ng behavi ours are not the ways
Mal aysi ans do things," he said.

He said the prevailing peace in the country had enabled the people to
lead a conplete life, going anywhere they wanted for food and recreation
wi t hout bei ng harassed because there were no riots.

Speaki ng at a news conference later, Dr Mahathir said certain quarters
now seened not to favour the denoractic ways and rul e of |aw

"They are trying to switch to nob rule and street justice, resolving
probl ems t hrough show of m ght and chaos,” he said.

He said that if the country was headed towards such direction, there
m ght not be peace and the people would suffer because "if one party can do
it, another party can also do it...there will be clashes.”

In Mal aysia, he said if a person was found guilty by the court he could
still appeal to higher courts and he nust accept the final decision

If a person felt that he was victimsed, there were avenues for him
t oo, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the |aws were fair on everyone irrespective of the
status of offenders including Cabinet nnisters.

Dr Mahathir said the court had on nunerous occasi ons sentenced persons
hol di ng high office in the governnent and the decision was nmade without
considering their positions.

"Deat h sentence has al so been inposed on a m nister but the Cabinet or
the party did not object. W respect the court's decision," he said.

He said the people respected the law and if they were not happy with it
they would amend it in Parlianent.

He said it would not be proper if there were people wanting justice
only when it did not involve them "Then there would be justice for others
but not oneself," he said.

He said a person who conmitted wong would not want to admt guilty and
asked to be puni shed.

The Prime Mnister said the people of various conmunities, cultures and
religions in the country have been united for years and this was proven
when the country hosted the 16th Commonweal th Ganes | ast nont h.

"This could be seen when they gave appl ause as our athl etes marched
into the stadium..they stood at attention and sang the national anthem
toget her wi thout being told by anyone," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the strong unity anong the people prevail ed even when
the country was facing econom ¢ downturn

"This is different in a neighbouring country which experienced rioting,
violence and terrible crimes,"” he said.



He said that in any comunity, unity could be achieved through respect
of one's neighbours and their sensitivities.
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