11/ 08/ 1998
"Ensure local firns gain fromMSC

reports on "Dewan Negara" by Raml an Sai d; Hayati Hayatudin
THE Governnment has been urged to ensure that |ocal conpanies, especially
smal | and nediumenterprises, benefit fromthe devel opnent of the

Mul ti medi a Super Corridor

In making this proposal, Senator Datuk Ghazi Ramli said foreign and
mul ti nati onal conpani es awarded the MSC s fl agshi p applications shoul d be
asked to get the invol venent of |ocal conpanies and the SMs.

"The experience gai ned in devel opi ng the country's econony where the
| ocal s benefited fromtheir partnership with foreign conpani es shoul d be
continued," he said while debating the Ml aysi an Comruni cati ons and
Mul ti medi a Conmi ssion Bill 1998.

Ghazi said the tinme had al so cone for the Governnent to devel op ngj or
projects in multinmedia |like the creation of a national website, which
coul d be called the Mal aysian Integration Action On-Line.

"Creating a website containing a conplete information of the country in
various fields will help, including countering the spreadi ng of rumours."”
He said opposition fromcritics should not hinder any plan to venture
into giant nultinmedia projects as the success attai ned would sil ence them
citing as exanple the bold nove by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad i n devel opi ng the country's autonobile industry through the

establ i shnment of Proton nany years ago.

He said giant projects were crucial due to the spin-off they created.

Ghazi urged |l ocal expertise and capabilities in information technol ogy
be pool ed and not allowed to "nushroomon their own" as a conprehensive
and i ntegrated approach woul d have a bi gger inpact.

On the powers vested in the comission, Chazi said they were too vast,
thus the inportance of proper supervision by the governnent through the
Ener gy, Tel econmmuni cations and Posts Mnistry.

Senator Datuk Dr T. Marinuthu wanted to know whether the Bill contained
provisions to deal with quarters who spread nalicious rumurs |ike using
the I nternet.

He cited Friday's incident in which the city was gripped by runours of
di sturbances in the Chow Kit area.

However, he argued that if the Bill had provided certain powers to the
authorities to censor information, it would run contrary to the assurance
by the government that the Internet would not be subject to any form of
censor shi p.

Senator Kamilia Ibrahimfelt the five-nenber conposition of the
conmi ssion was too snmall and needed to be enl arged.

She said as multinedi a and comuni cati on were industries which
encount ered rapi d changes, the comm ssion needed the service of nmany
experts to ensure it could function efficiently.

Kam | i a suggested the conmi ssion enlist the service of experts by
appoi nting themas nenbers of its technical sub-conmttees.

Senator Dr Yeow Seng Huat warned everyone to be on guard agai nst
attenpts to recol onise the country through the use of nultinedia and
conmmuni cati on t echnol ogi es.

He al so said enphasis needed to be given on research and devel oprment in
the i ndustry.

On the commission, he said it faced a daunting task especially in making
all Ml aysi ans conputer-literate, and issued a caution over the negative
el enents of the IT to the young generati on.



Senator N. Marimuthu prai sed the governnment over its commtnent in IT
despite the econom ¢ donwt urn.

But he said the advancenent in I T and nultinedia technol ogy woul d be a
setback to the country if they were not utilised accordingly or m sused.

"For instance, it can lead to the outflow of national secrets," he said
addi ng, however, that "the penalties (for such offences) are sufficient to
deter offenders”.
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