29/ 03/ 1998

Dr M Be tolerant to ensure racial harnony

GRIK, Sat.- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d Mal aysi ans
must be noderate and tolerant to ensure the various races continue to live
i n harnony.

Al t hough m sunder st andi ngs coul d occur between the races, there was no
cause to fear that such problens would lead to racial riots.

Referring to the skirm shes yesterday i n Kanpung Rawa, Penang, between
two groups of different faiths resulting in police having to fire tear gas
to disperse them he said it was an isolated case and confined only to the
ar ea.

Speaki ng at the opening of the Gik Umo division neeting, Dr Mahathir
said since the 1969 racial riots, the Governnent had taken effective
nmeasures and t he people had | earnt to be noderate and tol erant.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president and Barisan Nasional chairnan,
said the BN had i ntroduced policies that had proved acceptable to al
races.

This was evidenced by the good rel ati ons and co-operation anong the
races today.

He said al though certain quarters believed the May 13 incident could
recur, the people had proven t hem w ong.

Dr Mahathir said the cordial relations enjoyed by the races had enabl ed
the Governnent to inplenment the New Econonic Policy with the support of
all races.

Earlier in Jeli, Dr Mahathir urged the people not to |l et such incidents
torecur. "If there are problens, let's discuss them"

The Prime Mnister said this at a Press conference after a nmeet-the-
peopl e session and the opening of the Umo Jeli divisional del egates
meet i ng.

In Bukit Mertajam Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim
rem nded the people to follow regul ati ons and procedures and not resort to
the aw of the jungle to resol ve problens.

He al so called on the relevant authorities to act on sensitive matters
i medi ately and not all ow di sputes to simer. Discussions and negoti ations
shoul d not be allowed to drag on too | ong, he said.

Anwar sai d those responsible for security should take firmaction
agai nst the perpetrators of conflicts, regardless of their race or
religion.

He advi sed Mal aysi ans not to get enotional about issues or to believe
rumours but to ascertain the facts and act according to the | aw.

"There is a lesson in this for everyone. For the Miuslins the | esson is
that they should foll ow procedures and the proper channels to take up
gri evances.

"For H ndus and others, it is that they should not build their houses of
wor shi p anywhere they |ike."

Anwar was openi ng the Permat ang Pauh Umo di vi si on del egat es conference
where he was returned unopposed as chai rnan.

He sai d Prophet Muhamad had shown tol erance and fairness even to his
enem es and Islaminsisted that differences in colour and race be
t ranscended.

"Muslins nust accept that there is a place for nosques, tenples and
churches in Ml aysia. Mislins nmust accept that there are Ml aysi ans of
different races and religi ous backgrounds.



"Qt her Mal aysi ans, including Hi ndus, nust renmenber that they cannot
build tenmpl es as and where they like. No country allows such things."
In Penang, State police chief Datuk Abdul Hami d Miustapha said all
processi ons, whether of a religious nature or otherwi se were prohibited
after the Kanpung Rawa i nci dent.
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