12/ 07/ 1998

Ensur e success of Conmonweal t h Games, organi sers reni nded

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad toni ght rem nded the
organi sers of the 16th Commonweal t h Games to ensure the success of hosting
the worl d's second biggest nulti-sport event.

The Prime M nister said managi ng an event |i ke the Conmonweal t h Games
was not easy.

The Garmes, to be held from Sept 11-21, will see participation from
various ethnic groups fromall continents.

"Physical facilities can be provided, but these by thensel ves are not
enough to ensure the Ganme's success.

"What is nore inportant is efficient nanagenent. W have seen that
preparations, though sati sfactory, can often be bogged wi th probl ens.

"At times, it appears as if there are two captains with different
directions."”

Hence, Dr Mahat hir said when the Ganes proper is being held, all sides
must work closely to ensure its success.

Speaki ng at the opening of the National Sports Conplex in Bukit Jali
tonight, the Prime Mnister said the organi sers nust resol ve what ever
di fferences they had.

"Time does not permt us to quarrel or defend our own “territory' during
t he Ganes.

"There is no need for us to defend our own “enpire'.

"The only enpire is the nation, and all of us nust safeguard its image."

He al so said investnments in sports would not go to waste because t hey
woul d hel p the peopl e maintai n both physical and nental fitness.

In addition, investnent in and devel opnent of sports would bring huge
returns, while the people's active participationin all sporting
activities would create a greater spirit of conpetition, comr tment and
dedi cat i on.

He al so noted that sports had becone an industry that could contribute
to the econoni c devel opnent of a country.

Sports events whi ch were popul ar anong t he peopl e had commerci al val ue,
he said, adding that they could | ed to the provision of better facilities.
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