17/11/ 1998

Ensuring “garden nation' project becones areality

| POH, Mon. - A special | andscape committee under the National Landscape
Departnment of the Housing and Local Governnment M nistry has been set up to
ensure that the objective of the Government's "garden nation" programme is
achi eved.

M ni ster Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said the tree-planting project under the
programre whi ch was | aunched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad had been bogged down by certain probl ens including | ack of co-
ordination fromlocal authorities in some cases.

The current econoni c probl emhad al so affected the smooth i npl ementati on
of the programme.

Speaki ng after attendi ng the Chi nese Chanber of Conmerce cul tural
festival at the town hall here | ast night, he said the departnent would
co-ordinate wi th ot her government agencies to i npl ement the programme.

This foll ows an appeal fromState Governnents to hel p themin the
programe. The conmittee will see to the devel opment of | andscape and
pl anting of trees for which RV200 nillion had been all ocat ed under the
Sevent h Mal aysi a Pl an.

Part of the planis to start public parks in all the State capitals and
t owns.

The departnent is al so nonitoring efforts of local councils and State
Governments and encouragi ng the private sector to participate in the
gr eeni ng progranme.

"Not all the States have achieved their target yet. The department will
at the end of the year conpile and assess information fromall States and
announce the achi everents of each State,” he said.

On the cutting of trees by | ocal councils, Ting said under a provision
of the Town and Country Pl anni ng Act 1976 (anmended 1996), trees which
reached a circunference of 0.8 metre should not be cut, except when t hey
caused a danger or were dying.

"Local authorities are also not above the |law, " he said.

He al so advi sed | ocal councils not to cut trees or trimthem
i ndi scrimninately because of the La Ni na phenomenon. They shoul d consul t
t he Forest Research Institute of Malaysia on trimmng methods.

Under the new provision of the Town and Country Pl anni ng Act, cutting
down a designated tree (whichis identified based on several reasons
i ncl udi ng age of the tree and historical background) will nmake the
offender liable to a fine of up to RVb0, 000 and will also have to repl ace
the tree.

For other trees, the fine is up to RM, 000.
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