25/11/ 1998
Ensuring wel fare of the di sabl ed

Est her Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The National Unity and Soci al Devel opment M nistry
today set up 12 technical comittees to plan, inplenent and coordi nate
activities and programmes for the disabl ed.

The conmittees, conprising officials fromthe public and private
sectors, non-governmental organisations and representatives of the
di sabl ed, have to conme up with plans of action by next March.

The conmittees were established during the first nmeeting of the National
Advi sory and Consul tati ve Council for Di sabl ed Persons chaired by Nati onal
Unity and Soci al Devel opment M ni ster Datin Paduka Zal eha | smail at her
mnistry today.

The concept is based on the Multi-sectoral Collaborative Action extolled
by the Procl amation on the Full Participation and Equality of People wth
Disabilities in the Asia Pacific regi on whi ch was si gned by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on May 16, 1994.

The procl amati on was si gned by Mal aysia in conjunction with the United
Nat i ons Decade of the Di sabl ed Persons in the Asia Pacific regi on 1993-
2002.

The 10-year canpai gn was endorsed at the Econoni ¢ and Soci al Conmi ssi on
for the Asia and the Pacific conference in Beijing in 1992.

Speaking to reporters after today's neeting, Zal eha said nmulti-sectoral
support woul d ensure programes and activities were i npl enent ed
effectively and in a co-ordi nated manner.

The conmittees conprise Technical Committees on Legislation,

I nformation, Public Awareness, Accessibility and Communi cation, Educati on,
Trai ni ng and Enpl oynment, Prevention of Causes of Disabilities, Conmunity-
based Rehabilitation, Assistive Devices, Self-Help Organisations, Regi onal
Co- operation and Nati onal Co-ordination.

Among others, the cormittee on legislation will be review ng and
studyi ng exi sting | aws and code of practices to renove all discrimnatory
el ement s.

The other committees will be responsible for co-ordinating and
di ssem nating i nformati on about the di sabl ed peopl e; creating awareness;
ensuring public transport and buil dings are user-friendly; and ensuring
di sabl ed peopl e get proper education and trai ni ng and equal enpl oynent
opportunities.

Meanwhi | e, various activities have been |ined up for the International
Day of Disabl ed Persons on Dec 3.

Zal eha wi || [aunch the national-1evel celebration at the Konpl ek Budaya
Kraf, Jal an Conl ay.
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