02/ 10/ 1998
Ent husi asm hi gh among new I T counci |l nmenbers

Mari na Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Enthusi asmabout information technol ogy and
awar eness of its social benefits and chal |l enges run hi gh anong t he new
nmenbers of the National IT Council

NI TC chairman Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad announced on
Sept 24 the new line-up conprising representatives fromthe public,
private and conmmunity sectors. The 26-nenber panel will serve from1999 to
2001.

Several of the new NI TC nmenbers spoke to the New Straits Tines recently
ontheir intentions and expectations about contributing tothe realisation
of the National |IT Agenda, or Nita.

National Institute for OQccupati onal Safety and Health presi dent Datuk
Lee Lam Thye, a relatively new convert to I T hinmself, hoped to create
great er awareness about the i nportance of Nita and establishing a
know edge- based soci ety.

"The fact that the Governnment deci ded to i nclude representatives from
the community clearly shows the inportance it places on participation from
all strata of society," he said.

Lee said Nita's message of interaction between the three sectors of
soci ety enphasi sed the need for shared rights, roles and responsibilities,
especially in thrust areas |ike e-comunity and e-public services.

"I T can hel p bring about decentralised service whichis efficient and
ef fective, and the Government shoul d hel p peopl e get the services
essential to them™

Nati onal Council of Wonen's Organi sations vice-chairman Prof Datin Dr
Shari f ah Hapsah Shahabudi n sai d the nost inportant challenge will be
organi si ng the "key conmponent” - people - into actual networked
communi ties.

"The potential is there and the comunities are out there.

"It is just a matter of linking themup nore effectively," said
Sharifah, who is also alternate chairperson of the e-comunity working
group.

G oups which can benefit fromand contribute to society through IT, she
sai d, included non-working woren and senior citizens, who in the United
States had been identified to be the I argest users of IT after
chil dren/teenagers.

"Those aged from30 to 55 years old, the so-called productive group, are
inthe driver's seat of life and in control of the steering wheel, but do
not have the sane hand on technol ogy, perhaps because of tinme
constraints," she said.

Sout hern Bank Bhd chi ef executive officer Datuk Tan Heong Hean hoped to
draw on his experience in a highly infornation-intensive and transacti on-

i ntensive industry, to benefit others.

"W are critically dependent on conmputers and IT - we |everage a | ot on
i nformati on and comuni cation technol ogi es to rai se revenue and | ower
costs.

"For storage, access and transfer of information, I Tis extrenely cost-
effective and i ncreases your conpetitive edge," he said, adding that
deci si on- maki ng hi nges on the availability and tinmely nmani pul ati on of
i nformation.

Tan, who has been using conputers since the "pre-Apple days", said the
| ength of tine one has been exposed to ITis no reflection on how well one



uses it.

Rat her, he said, it is howfast one can | earn to apply the benefits of
ITto bypass traditional channels and liabilities in doing business.

I nternational Movenent for a Just World president Dr Chandra Muzaffar
said he hoped to address issues |i ke the chall enge of gl obalisation,
gl obal politics and economics with an I T perspecti ve.

"One of ny main concerns is the lack of justice in the present gl obal
system Ml aysia is a Southern hem sphere country and the South in general
has not benefited fromgl obalisation as much as countries of the North
have.

"Now, with IT and i nformati on an area heavily dom nated by certain
parties and regi ons, people are tal king of a new gap between the
i nformation haves and i nformati on have-nots," he said.

The tie-up between i nformati on and power, Chandra said, was an i nportant
i ssue for discussionto avoid creating a | arge popul ati on grossly
di senfranchi sed due to | ack of infornmation.
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