19/ 09/ 1998

Ex- DPM says sone party |l eaders afraid of him

KUALA TERENGGANU, Fri. - Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid today that as Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s deputy he knewthat the Prine Mnister did not
plan to retire this year and the only way to make himgo was for the
peopl e to oust him

He said he doubted the statenment by Dr Mahathir that he planned to step
down as Prinme Mnister this year

He added he knew that this woul d not happen because he (Anwar) was then
the Deputy Prime Mnister and was very close to Dr Mahat hir and was
nmeeting himdaily.

"As his former deputy, | knowthat the only way to renove Dr Mahathir as
Prime Mnister is by the people ousting him"

Anwar sai d he was not blam ng Umo (for his renoval as deputy
president), but he blamed two or three Umo | eaders.

"I'f Umo is to have a safe future and to ensure that the peopl e do not
reject the party, Umo must reject | eaders who are no |l onger fit to becone
| eaders. "

He was speaking to a crowd at a house at Jalan Hakim 1, Pantai Batu
Bur uk. The gat heri ng was host ed by Abdul Rahnan Yusof, a forner comittee
menber of the Kual a Terengganu Umo di vi si on.

Anwar earlier performed Friday prayers at the Tengku I ntan Tengah
Zahar ah nosque at Kual a Ibai, but did not speak due to the standing order
by the State Religious Affairs Departnent preventing unauthorised
i ndi vi dual s frommaki ng public speeches wi thin the conpound of nosques in
the State

Anwar sai d he knew the identity of those who accused hi mof being a
corrupt person. But he continued to avoid confronting the allegations of
sexual inproprieties against him

"They can check ny properties. | don't have an account outside the
country. But tonight in Kota Baru, | will reveal the identity of the
peopl e who fl ed wi th noney overseas. That is why they wanted to shut mny
mouth. But | will reveal bit by bit," he said.

On the accusation that he had received RVM60 million fromDatuk S
Nal | akar uppan, he said there was no proof, no charge, no cheque and cash
(for that anmount), who received it or where the noney went to.

"If there is no such proof, why don't the police check on who actual Iy
took the noney. There is no Finance Mnister in the world who had an
incone |ike me."

He added people feared that he woul d becone the next Prinme M nister
because then the "dirty works" woul d be st opped.

"Therefore, they killed ny political career. They fear that if | rise,
all their dirty deeds will be reveal ed. That is why | amnot afraid."

He said the local electronic and print medi a have not published his
statement s because they have become "the tools for |ying"

Anwar added he woul d continue with his struggle for reformand, if at
any time he was arrested, his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan | smai |
woul d succeed him

In Kota Baru tonight, Anwar clained that Dr Mahathir had | ost the
support of the people and thus, should step down honourably.

Addressing a gathering at the Stadi umSultan Mhanad |V, he al so cl ai ned
that he had been asked by sonme Umo branch | eaders i n Kubang Pasu to
contest in the parlianentary seat now held by Dr Mahathir in the next



general el ection.
Anwar added that in the event he was prevented fromcontesting in the
next polls, Dr WAn Azi zah woul d be fielded in Kubang Pasu.

As in previous speeches while on his tour of the country, Anwar said Dr
WaAn Azi zah woul d carry on the struggle if he was det ai ned.

( END)
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