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Eritrea keen to |l earn formnation's success

Wendy Lim
ERI TREA i s keen to | earn about Mal aysi a' s devel opnent success and hopes to
enhance ties with it.

Presi dent |saias Afwerki said while the volune of trade between the two
countries is still small, it can inprove once the two nations establish
nore direct trade |inks.

Currently, bilateral trade between the two countries stands at RML
mllion annual ly.

Etricia, he said, is keen to use Mal aysia as a nodel to develop its
country, and that many of its agenci es have simlar organisational
structures |li ke those in Ml aysi a.

"I amamazed with the Econom ¢ Planning Unit (EPU) structure when we
visitedit. W nmay even say our Macro Econoni c Devel opment Unit is copied
fromthe EPU, although we never visited EPU before.

"The function, objectives and nmission are areplica to those of the
Macr o Economi ¢ Devel opnent Unit," he told reporters before | eaving for
horme yesterday after his two-day visit.

Afwer ki sai d Mal aysi an busi nessnen who are interested to invest in the
African countries are wel cone to Eritrea as it offers good opportunities
inthe fisheries sector, tourismand industrial manufacturing such as
textile and | eather.

There are potentials in the services, transportati on and conmuni cati ons
sectors, he said.

Earlier, Malaysia and Eritrea signed a bilateral agreenment in a nove to
i ncrease ties between the two countries. The signing of the econonic,
scientific, technical and cultural agreenment was w tnessed by Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and Afwerki after their meeting at
the Prime Mnister's Departnent in Kual a Lunpur.

Mal aysi a was represented by Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong
Sik while Eritrea' s Transport and Communi cations Mnister Salih Kekia
signed for his government.

Briefing reporters after the neeting, Deputy Foreign M nister Datuk Dr
Leo M chael Toyad said both countries woul d expl ore ways to enhance their
econom c¢ | i nkages taking into account the current econom ¢ downturn of the
regi on.

"The President is | ooking at Mal aysi a because the structure of Eritrea
which is a multi-cultural and nulti-religious country is simlar to
Mal aysi a," Toyad sai d.

Toyad said Afwerki invited the Mal aysi an busi ness conmunity to invest in
his country "when the tine is right".

Dr Mahat hir al so suggested that the two countries exchange tel evision
progranmmes to enabl e t he peopl e of Mal aysia and Eritrea to understand nore
about each ot her.

Toyad sai d Mal aysia woul d wel cone Eritrean officials for training stints
here. "Eritrea is a very young nation but it has the determi nation to
devel op politically and econonmically," he said.

Anong t hose present at the neeting were Speci al Functions M nister Tun
Dai m Zai nuddin and M nister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr
Abdul Hamid O hnman who was the ninister-in-attendance.
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