30/ 10/ 1998
PM Asean intact despite hiccups (HL)

Ashraf Abdullah i n Bandar Seri Begawan

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d yesterday bil atera
probl ens anobng Asean countries were nere "hi ccups”, addi ng that the
associ ati on was intact.

But he said that there m ght be external el enents bent on destroying the
regi onal grouping.

"I don't know whet her they (the foreigners) have plans, but certainly
the way they are goi ng about doing things seens to i ndicate that they
woul d Ii ke to see Asean break up,” Dr Mahathir added.

As a groupi ng, he said that Asean was intact and given tine and effort
by all parties, the current "hiccups" coul d be overcone.

He said the problens could be solved if | eaders and t hose hol di ng hi gh
posts i n governnent spoke | ess of each other in the nedia.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a two-day working visit to Brunei, was speaking
to reporters at the Darut Takwa guest house after an audience with the
Sul tan of Brunei Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah at the I stana Nurul |nman

H s del egation includes his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Al
and Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi

Several Asean nenbers have had probl ens with each other in recent years.
The rel ations between Mal aysi a and Si ngapore have been sour over severa
i ssues rangi ng fromthe Water Supply Agreenent to t he encroachnent of
Mal aysi an ai rspace by the Republic of Singapore Air Force.

Si ngapor e and | ndonesi a are al so havi ng di pl omati c probl ens over tight
conditions attached by Si ngapore i n providing financial assistance.
President B.J. Habi bie had said that he did not consider Singapore a
friend.

Habi bi e and Phi | i ppi ne Presi dent Joseph Estrada i gnored Asean's policy
of non-interference when they criticised Mal aysia over the arrest and
detention of sacked Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

Asked to comment on a proposal that the policy of non-interference be
abol i shed, Dr Mahathir said:

"Mal aysia did not agree. | think a nunber of Asean countries also did
not agree that we should commrent on the internal affairs of an Asean
menber. If we start doing that, there will be bad rel ati ons because we
have a | ot of things to criticise each other."

Dr Mahat hir said Asean had not decided to abolish the policy of non-
interference, the very basis of which the groupi ng was founded.

As such, the policy should be respected.

"I agree with the Thai Prine Mnister (Chuan Leekpai) that if a nenmber
country wants to criticise another, it should be done through bilatera
consul tation."

Dr Mahathir al so sai d he and Sul tan Hassanal hoped t hat a gover nnent
woul d be forned i n Canbodi a soon and that it shoul d be adnitted i nto Asean
as soon as possi bl e.

He added t hat Asean was expected to have a commpbn stand on certain
i ssues including the need toregulate the international financial system
in the forthconi ng Asia-Pacific Econonic Co-operation forummeeting in
Kual a Lunpur next nonth.
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