19 COCT 1998
Li m Estr ada
ESTRADA AND HABI Bl E "NEW KI DS ON THE BLOCK" - KENG YAl K

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 19 (Bernama) -- Gerakan regards the recent statenents
by Philippine President Joseph Estrada and President B.J. Habibie of
I ndonesi a i n defendi ng Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimas conmng from"new kids on
t he bl ock™ who | acked experience as |eaders.

Its president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik said their statements clearly
reflected their "shall ow' experience in making statenents on the donestic
affairs of other countries.

Speaking to reporters after the party's Deepavali "open house" at
Menara PGRM here, he said Malaysia viewed seriously the statenents by the
two newl y-el ected presidents on Anwar which clearly interfered in
Mal aysia's internal matters.

" They seened to be using Anwar's issue to hide the problens faced by
their countries," he said.

Estrada and Habibie, in a joint statement issued recently, criticised
the way the Mal aysi an governnment handl ed Anwar's issue. They regarded
Anwar's detention under the Internal Security Act (I1SA) as a violation of
human rights.

The statenents al beit regarded as their personal opinions, it is a
vivid revel ation that Estrada and Habi bie did not have the experience to
deal with international policies particularly refraining fromneddling in
the affairs of other countries, he said.

"How can a president or a head of state nmake statenments on ot her
countries in their capacity or at their whins as what they say will be
regarded as the official stand,” said Dr Lim who is Primary Industries
M ni ster.

Estrada and Habi bie should instead | earn fromDatuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad, who has a wealth of experience in tackling international issues
after |leading Malaysia as Prinme Mnister for 17 years, he added.
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