19 OCT 1998

ESTRADA ATTENDI NG APEC I N KUALA LUMPUR

MANI LA, Oct 19 (Bernama) -- President Joseph Estrada will attend the
Asi a- Paci fi c Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) |leaders' sunmt in Kuala Lunpur,
an official said today.

"The President is definitely going to Apec. In fact, | said so
categorically that the President said that he intends to attend Apec,"”
presidential spokesperson Jerry Barican told a press briefing.

He said that Estrada may also hold bilateral talks with Ml aysian Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad.

"I amcertain that during Apec, there will be bilateral tal ks schedul ed
with everyone, especially with the host country," Barican said.

"So I"'msure that Prime Mnister Mahathir is going to neet with all the
del egati on heads," he said.

In a statenment issued earlier today, Estrada wel coned Dr Mahathir's
invitation for himto visit fornmer Deputy Prinme Mnister Anwar lIbrahimin
prison.

He called it "good news" and "a good sign".

"Maybe, during the Apec neeting, I'll see if I can get an audience wth
Anwar , " Estrada said.
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